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Making
Connections

Drs. Edmond and Ella Haddad are leaving their legacy by giving the

s another academic year has come to a close, I can’t help
but remember the day I made the decision to be an
alumnus of Loma Linda University (LLU) School of
Medicine. I must have been around nine years old. I was walking on
the Loma Linda campus with my family and came upon the Good
Samaritan sculpture. I was familiar with the story found in Luke
10:29-37. A man going
from Jerusalem to Jericho
is attacked by robbers who
I AM SO PROUD TO BE
strip him and beat him. A
A GRADUATE OF THIS
priest and a Levite pass by
GREAT SCHOOL AND TO
without helping him, but a
BE A MEMBER OF THIS
Samaritan stops and cares
COMMUNITY OF
for him, taking him to an inn
GREAT PHYSICIANS
where the Samaritan pays
for his care. Two individuals
not meant to connect in any normal situation but now having met
would provide one of the best examples of compassion and grace
for another human being.
This sculpture resonated with my nine-year-old self, and I
decided to navigate my life toward a career that revolved around
helping others. I also decided to do what was necessary to ensure
that one day I could be a proud member of the Loma Linda
University School of Medicine Alumni Association. I am so proud
to be a graduate of this great school and to be a member of this
community of great physicians.
As we look forward to another academic year, the LLU School
of Medicine Alumni Association media team will continue to focus
on sharing our community in print and video, and moving forward,
we plan to expand our social media platforms as well. We want to

Linda University School of Dentistry.

gift of opportunity. Both educators at Loma Linda University Health,
they decided to make a gift through real estate. Proceeds from its
sale established the Ella and Edmond Haddad International Student
Scholarship in the Loma Linda University School of Public Health
and added to The Labeeb Haddad Memorial Scholarship in Loma

A

“Qualified students from all over the world should have the
opportunity to receive a higher education. We believe everyone
has something that they want to promote and for us that is love,
peace and hope.”
– Drs. Edmond and Ella Haddad

share your stories, we want to spotlight your missions, we want to
establish connections with our future alumni, and we want to share
the message of local and global service.
As always, we appreciate comments, letters, and content from
you, our readers. We recognize that we have a responsibility to
increase awareness within our own community and bring LLU
School of Medicine alumni together in ways that allow us to do
things we couldn't have done in isolation. n

working
How will youWe’re
leave
cure blindness.
your LEGACY?
To learn how you can give from your
IRA account or about establishing
a Planned Gift, visit llulegacy.org or
call 909-558-4553.

to

MANY STRENGTHS. ONE MISSION.

About 400 million people
in the world can’t see.
AIES has worked for 35 years to train people to
serve. We’ve trained over 120 ophthalmologists
that now serve in needy areas.

Jenny Jaque ’04
Media Advisory Council Chair
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EDITORIALS
FROM THE PRESIDENT

A Few Words
of Advice

T

o the new alumni and incoming “alumni in training,”
congratulations on an amazing accomplishment! Both
groups have challenges and work ahead, but as you begin
this journey, there are a few things to consider:
First, as much as possible enjoy the ride, especially the times like
this. It may seem hard to believe, but in some ways this is as good as
it gets. This is a rare and special experience — as much as possible
enjoy the moment! The challenges are never-ending: residency
choice, board exams, practice locations, practice guidelines, all the
way to retirement and deciding “what your number is.” Taking care
of patients is a much different process when you’re a resident with
an attending backing you up than it is in the middle of the night on
your own.
Strangely, you may find that looking back, you were as comfortable financially and socially in medical school as you are later in
life. The friendships you make with your classmates and the shared
experiences are invaluable. You are much more than your latest test
or board score, good or bad! Burnout and depression are epidemic
at all levels of medicine. Taking time for yourself — exercise, meditation, and time with friends — will pay off in the long run. This
is not a sprint or even a marathon with life starting afterwards;
this is the journey of life. Please consider reading “The Resilient
Physician” by Wayne and Mary Sotile and “Thank You For Being
Late” by Thomas Friedman.
Secondly, your career and reputation start in medical school.
The Loma Linda University medical community is worldwide.
Anywhere you travel, you will be connected. The four years of
medical school are 10 percent of your career and an even greater
percentage of contacts you will make. Keep a file of interesting
patients and experiences!
Third, learn to manage the unknown. Medicine is a very
humbling and dynamic profession. Each patient is different, and
learning to manage the uncertainties and changes is essential.
Nurture important relationships because a burden shared is a
burden halved. It may seem at times you are competing with your
classmates. Try to avoid this as much as possible; there are enough

residency spots and jobs for all! Be there for each other, and what
you gain will be invaluable.
Finally, never be afraid to ask for help. Recently, I heard Elton
John, after decades of success, talk about the three most important
words he ever learned:“I need help.” We all do, and we all will. Don’t let
your ego or fear get in the way of your success or sanity! Our 7,000+
alumni and in particular, GINA MOHR ’96 and the Student
Affairs Council, are committed to enhancing your experience.
To the other distinguished classes: The Alumni Association is
an exciting place to be these days. As mentioned, Dr. Mohr and her
council are doing an amazing job increasing support for our future
alumni — the medical students. JENNY JAQUE ’04 is making
major progress upgrading the media aspects of the Association so
that we can communicate more effectively in
the language of each era.
NURTURE IMPORTANT
Finally, a moment
RELATIONSHIPS BECAUSE
of reflection on medical
A BURDEN SHARED IS A
student debt. Recently,
BURDEN HALVED
in large part through
the contributions of its
alumni, NYU announced tuition-free medical school, enhancing
not only the financial stability but also the emotional health of their
students.1 UCLA, Case Western, and other institutions are also
making significant inroads in this area. With our commitment to
making men and women whole, beginning with our own medical
school family, we are looking at opportunities to more directly
benefit our newest members.
Thank you for your contributions to this amazing legacy, and
please share your thoughts and ideas! n
Endnote:
1. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/16/nyregion/nyu-free tuition-medical-school.html

See you at APC 2020!
Visit PUC at booths 112 & 113
March 6-9, 2020
Call today to be kept current with a
schedule of exciting events PUC will
host throughout the convention.

(707) 965-7500

EDDIE NGO

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

WHAT ARE YOUR DREAMS?
College savings? Paying off debt? Building a home? Retirement?
H. Del Schutte ’84
Alumni Association President

For more than 40 years, Eddie Ngo, CFP®, has been helping Loma Linda University School of Medicine alumni
pursue their goals and dreams through financial planning. Eddie Ngo helps his clients with:
• Strategies to build a diverse financial portfolio
• Advice on pension planning, investment related tax planning and insurance needs
• Financial plans to guide you through every stage of life from birth to retirement

222 East Olive Ave. Suite #2 • Redlands, CA 92373 • Office: 909.307.1760 • eddie.ngo@edngofinancial.com
Securities offered through Sigma Financial Corporation. Member FINRA & SIPC. Fee-based investment advisory services offered
through Sigma Planning Corporation, a registered investment advisor.
4 |
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EDITORIALS
FROM THE DEAN
EDITOR

New
Beginnings

W

hen I graduated with the class of 1987, I never imagined
that I would step into the role of dean of the School
of Medicine, but it is an honor to assume leadership
of the institution
that helped shape
me as a physician.
I HOPE TO HELP OUR MEDICAL
I hope to help our STUDENTS FIND THE SAME JOYS
medical students
AND BLESSINGS IN MEDICAL
find the same joys
PRACTICE AS I HAVE AT LOMA
and blessings in
LINDA UNIVERSITY HEALTH
medical practice
as I have at Loma
Linda University Health. I am also distinctly privileged and grateful
to serve as the second woman dean of the school.
There’s no denying that medical education is different today
than it has been in the past. Students must learn more as medicine
rapidly changes, technology adds significant complexity, and residency positions become more competitive. Student and physician
wellness and resilience are also at the forefront of our minds. Yet

NEWS
THE STUDENT FUND

through the decades, Loma Linda University has held fast to its
distinctive mission to continue the teaching and healing ministry
of Jesus Christ. That mission has sustained me through my career,
and it is the thread that binds our faculty, alumni, and students
together, no matter how the times change.
Our students have already shown through mission trips, volunteer
activities, and church leadership that they are committed to lives of
service. My hope for them is that they will continue to build upon the
legacy of whole person care established by the generations of classes
that came before, and I am confident they can do it! Whether they are
entering their first, second, third, or final year of medical school, I am
constantly inspired by the myriad of talents that they have.
The support of the Alumni Association has been invaluable to
the student experience. As we in the School of Medicine work to
provide a cutting-edge medical education and to mold physicians of
both faith and the future, I welcome you to join us on this journey
by staying connected. n

Tamara L. Thomas ’87
School of Medicine Dean

Alumni Association Welcomes Past President TAMARA L.
THOMAS ’87 as Dean of the School of Medicine

A.T. Tuot hangs a photo of Tamara L. Thomas ’87 in the hallway of the
Alumni Association office in honor of her becoming the new dean.
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The Alumni Association congratulates past president
TAMARA L. THOMAS ’87 on her appointment as dean
of the School of Medicine. Dr. Thomas has served as vice dean
for Academic Affairs since 2011 and associate dean for Faculty
Development since 2006. She also served as interim chair of the
department of emergency medicine.
In addition to her numerous honors, Dr. Thomas was named
a Hero of Emergency Medicine in 2008 by ACEP and a Fellow
of the International Federation for Emergency Medicine in 2006.
Her leadership and academic accomplishments are only surpassed
by her intangible qualities — humility, generosity, and compassion.
As KAARSTEN LANG ’87 recounts, "Tammi is the kind of
friend who cleared her schedule on short notice to care for me for
a week after an unexpected illness. She is known for giving great
gifts, being fun to travel with, offering keen yet kind insights, and
solving problems creatively." n

Medical students visit the Alumni Association office to check out
books from the Lending Library or pick up their white coats.
Our commitment is our SERVICE

Alumni Association
Resources Help Support
Medical Students
The Alumni Association works with The Student Fund
to provide a variety of resources for students of the School of
Medicine. One of the most practical resources is the Barbara
J. Orr Lending Library. Founded in 2002 by BARBARA J.
ORR ’70 and the Student Affairs Council, the Lending Library
provides medical school textbooks and review books for medical
students to check out. There are also free books available for
students to take. Most of the books in the library are donated by
alumni and recent graduates.
A recent donation from Dr. Orr has made it possible for
the Association to purchase the most popular books for clerkships in surgery, internal medicine, pediatrics, and psychiatry.
Students will be able to check out these books for the 10-week
duration of their clerkship. This year, donations to The Student
Fund have also made it possible to give each third-year medical
student a white coat with their name embroidered on it for them
to wear as they begin their clerkships.
One student said the Alumni Association has been “a
constant treasure trove of resources, from money to textbooks
to photographs.” Through generous donations, the Association
can continue to support our future alumni. n

THE STUDENT FUND is a branch of the Student
Affairs Council and part of the Alumni Association, LLUSM.
Its activities are financed by your contributions and greatly
appreciated by LLU medical students. For more information or
to make a donation, please contact the Alumni Association at
909-558-4633 or LLUSMAA@LLU.EDU.

https://llfcu.org/

Your reception
room holds a
captive audience.

26151 Mayberry St, Loma Linda Ca. 92534
11498 Pierce St, Ste D, Riverside Ca. 92505
909-796-0206
888-252-5662

Teach patients
how to live well
while they wait!

DOWNLOAD OUR LATEST HEALTH PRODUCTS CATALOG
at tinyurl.com/pppahealth or order today at adventistbookcenter.com
©2019 Pacific Press® Publishing Association
1955903147
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NEWS
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE NEWS

NEWS
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE NEWS

First Successful Bone Marrow Transplant Case for
Sickle Cell at LLU Children's Hospital
Quan Zhao, MD, from the
Department of Pediatric Bone Marrow
Transplant and his team performed
the first successful bone marrow transplant to cure sickle cell disease in a
patient at the Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital.
The female patient half-matched with her father and
underwent a haploidentical transplant. Over the span of
28 days, she was treated with chemotherapy to eliminate
the sickle cell and create bone marrow space for donor
cells. Since the procedure, she has been cured of sickle cell
disease, which is typically a lifelong debilitating illness.
Her current bone marrow is made of 100 percent donor
cells, and she no longer requires the blood transfusions or
costly medications typical of sickle cell treatment.
“This [success] has far reaching implications for Loma
Linda Hospital and the Inland Empire,” Dr. Zhao said.

In 1984, the cure for sickle cell disease was inadvertently discovered in a patient that received a bone marrow
transplant for leukemia. Physicians discovered that the
transplant also eliminated sickle cell disease in the patient.
By 2000, patients receiving a match sibling donor transplant experienced a 92 percent cure rate. Medical advances
have since made bone marrow transplants possible
between unrelated donors, umbilical cord blood, and even
half-match family donors called haploidentical.
Dr. Zhao entered this field because his child had
leukemia. He says he understands the pain chronic disease
causes families. He hopes that more parents will take
advantage of this procedure when the patient is young
because bone marrow transplants cannot reverse damage
already caused by progression of the disease.
“I am hopeful and optimistic about the future of
sickle cell disease treatment in the Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital,” he said. n

H. ROGER HADLEY ’74
Retires After 16 Years of
Service as Dean
FOLLOW THE
SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE
ONLINE

facebook.com/
llumedschool

@LLUMedSchool
STUDENT BLOG:
llu.edu/llusmblog
WEBSITE:
medicine.llu.edu

School of Medicine
News is developed
by Kristen Hwang,
communications
coordinator at the
School of Medicine.
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H. ROGER HADLEY ’74 ended his tenure as the
longest serving dean in School of Medicine history on
July 1. He will continue to work as a urologist at Loma
Linda University Medical Center. Former Vice Dean for
Academic Affairs TAMARA L. THOMAS ’87 was
selected to serve as the next dean.
“Roger Hadley has been dean for 16 years now but
has worked here much longer than that,” said Loma
Linda University Health President RICHARD H.
HART, DRPH, ’70 at an award ceremony earlier this
year. “He has established many of the practices we have
in this school, set a standard for leadership in the School
of Medicine, and particularly deserves to be recognized
for the contribution he has made to student life here at
Loma Linda.”
During his time as dean, Dr. Hadley concurrently
served as executive vice president for Medical Affairs at
LLUH, chief of staff of Loma Linda University Medical
Center and Children’s Hospital, chief medical officer
of LLUH, and chair of Loma Linda University Health
Care. He also lent his leadership to the Western Section

H. Roger Hadley ’74 attends his last commencement ceremony
in May as dean of the School of Medicine.

of the American Urological Association, the Association
of American Medical Colleges, and the Accreditation
Council for Graduate Medical Education.
In May during commencement, Dr. Hadley was
awarded the lifelong title of Emeritus Dean and given
the Lifetime Service Award, the highest honor LLUH
bestows upon an individual.
“My journey has truly been a team effort — impossible without outstanding university leadership, mentors,
colleagues, a marvelous spouse, and a selfless and highly
competent staff with whom I had been privileged to
work,” Dr. Hadley said. n

Apprenticeship Bridge to College: A Celebration of Diversity
and the Future of Health Care
On April 16, nearly 300 people gathered to
celebrate diversity and the future of health care
at the Apprenticeship Bridge to College (ABC)
interview day. Sponsored by the Center for
Health Disparities and Molecular Medicine,
the ABC program aims to introduce underrepresented high school students to biomedical

research careers. Students from the Inland
Empire apply to the competitive program,
where they are immersed in a hands-on
research environment and mentored by faculty.
In contrast to the national average,
which shows only 15-20 percent of underrepresented minorities completing science,

MARTI F. BAUM ’79-B Advocates
Bill for Vaccinations at California
Senate Health Hearing
In
April,
Assistant Professor
of
Pediatrics
MARTI BAUM
’79-B
testified
before the state
Senate in support
of Senate Bill 276, a measure aimed at
strengthening the oversight of medical
exemptions for vaccination requirements. Dr. Baum was joined by a group
of Inland Empire physicians as members

of the San Bernardino County Medical
Society. Four Loma Linda University
residents and six medical students
accompanied the team to Sacramento.
The California Medical Association
had selected Dr. Baum as an expert pediatrician for SB 276, which was introduced
by fellow pediatrician and state Sen.
Richard Pan. SB 276 passed at the end of
April. Under the new law, medical exemptions will be granted by the California
Department of Public Health. n

School of Medicine Honors Two
Teachers of the Year
Each year, the Walter E. MacPherson
Society honors outstanding faculty
in the School of Medicine. Two
faculty members were awarded the
title for the 2018-19 school year.
BRADLEY A. COLE ’92 was
recognized as the preclinical teacher
of the year and James Huang, MD,

as the clinical teacher of the year. The
MacPherson Society considers student
feedback when selecting honorees,
and both Drs. Cole and Huang distinguished themselves in the students’ and
committee’s eyes, said society president
D. DUANE BALDWIN ’91 during
the senior banquet in May. n

technology, engineering, or math (STEM)
degrees, nearly two-thirds of ABC program
alumni graduate with STEM degrees. More
than half of those students go on to pursue
graduate programs, 44 percent of whom
return to Loma Linda University Health for
their advanced degrees. n

RICHARD E.
CHINNOCK ’82
Receives
Outstanding
Clinician Award
At Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital
(LLUCH), RICHARD E. CHINNOCK ’82
was recognized with the 2019 Outstanding Clinician
Award. Dr. Chinnock has served as a pediatrician at
LLUCH for more than three decades and was recognized for his dedication and distinguished service. He
is the chief medical officer for LLUCH and has served
as chair of the department of pediatrics.
Children’s Hospital senior vice president and
administrator Scott Perryman said Dr. Chinnock has
shaped the hospital into what it has become and where
it will head in the future.
“In Dr. Chinnock’s time at LLUCH, we’ve gone
from having children’s services to a comprehensive
network for children’s health,” Perryman said. “He’s
truly one of the main founders of children’s health,
and our gratitude for the legacy of leaders from the
Chinnock family cannot be overstated.”
Dr. Chinnock said his young patients are what
make him passionate about the field.
“I love the sense of wonder that children have. Each of
them has a certain joy that is infectious and keeps me young
as well as those of us who work with them,” he said. n
Summer 2019 | 9
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ALUMNI

News

ALUMNI

What’s new? Have you accomplished
something of which you are proud? Have you
received an award? Served overseas recently?
Want to simply update us on your life? Email
us at llusmaa@llu.edu.

1980s
RICARDO L. PEVERINI ’84 was honored with the San Bernardino County Medical
Society (SBCMS) Presidential Award on June 20, 2019, during the annual SBCMS Officer
Installation and Awards Recognition Dinner. He also joined MARTI F. BAUM ’79-B
in accepting a $3,525,000 gift to support residents through the Loma Linda University
Health Education Consortium Program.
Ricardo L.
Peverini ’84
(right) receives
the SBCMS
Presidential
Award from
immediate
past president
Damodara
Rajasekhar,
MD, on June 20.

1990s
ELIZABETH L. WALTERS ’94 has been appointed interim chair
of the Loma Linda University Department of Emergency Medicine. She
has served as medical director of the emergency medicine department
since 2012.
Dr. Walters is an associate professor and has been on the faculty of the
emergency department since 1997. She has a special interest in disaster
medicine, serving as chief medical officer of the local Disaster Medical Assistance Team.
Dr. Walters has provided medical care after multiple disasters, including at the World
Trade Center after 9/11 and in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. She has been involved
with the Air Rescue and Search and Rescue teams of the San Bernardino County Sheriff ’s
Department and is a retired reserve deputy. For her disaster and rescue work, Dr. Walters
has received multiple awards and recognitions. (Source: School of Medicine Report) n
10 |

Weddings
DAVID E. RUCKLE ’19 and
ELIZABETH YEO ’19
• Wedding Date/Location: June 1, 2019, at Sylvan
Lake Estate in Angwin, California
• Residency: Both at LLUH; Dr. Ruckle (orthopedics) and Dr. Yeo (PM&R)
• Bride's Parents: ELVIN ’76-B and Alice Yeo
• Groom's Parents: HERBERT RUCKLE ’86
and CAROL LAU RUCKLE ’78-B
• Comments: The couple went through grade
school, high school, college, and medical school
together. Other alumni family members include
ALEXANDER Y. YEO ’16, ANTHONY H.
YEO ’16, and FRANCIS Y. LAU ’47.

Eunbi Kim and
JEREMY LAM ’17
• Wedding Date/Location: May 19, 2019, in
Trabuco Canyon, California
• Residency: Dr. Lam is doing an internal medicine
residency at LLUH.
• Bride's Parents: Nathan and Amy Kim
• Groom's Parents: MICHAEL P. ’81 and
Dorine Lam
• Comments: With an outdoor wedding planned,
the couple was initially very sad that it rained on
their wedding day. However, the weather changed
in their favor and was sunny during their wedding
photos, ceremony, and reception, and they consider
it a great blessing. Other alumni family members
include CARRIE J. LAM ’16.

If you or any alumni you know have recently
gotten married and would like to submit a wedding
announcement, please contact us at llusmaa@llu.edu.

STEPHANIE LAO ’16 and

Shyam Brahmbhatt

• Wedding Date/Location: May 30, 2019, in
Malibu, California
• Residency: Dr. Lao is doing an obstetrics
and gynecology residency at White Memorial
Medical Center.
• Bride's Parents: Dr. Wilson D. Lao and
Mariclem Lao
• Groom's Parents: Chandulal and Aruna
Brahmbhatt
• Comments: Other (future) alumni family
members include WILSON LAO (’20).

CARLY V. LEGGITT ’19 and
LOGAN A. VILLARREAL ’18
• Wedding Date/Location: May 12, 2019, in
Redlands, California
• Residency: They are both doing a family medicine residency in Spokane, Washington.
• Bride's Parents: Leroy and Sandy Leggitt
• Groom's Parents: Rick and Betty Villarreal
• Comments: The bride and groom both have
written articles for this JOURNAL and were
each the alumni representative for their respective
classes. They started talking and dating because of
the Alumni Student Council meetings and said the
Alumni Association would always have a special
place in their hearts. Other alumni family members
include DONAVON SCHWISOW ’52.

ADAM D. BORECKY ’19 and
DANIELA M. ALÉ-SALVO ’19
• Wedding Date/Location: May 19, 2019, in
Escondido, California
• Residency: LLUH; Dr. Adam Borecky (psychiatry) and Dr. Daniela Borecky (transitional year)
• Bride's Parents: Manuel Alé and Dr. Maritza
Salvo-Alé
• Groom's Parents: DAVID A. ’87 and Tamara
Borecky
• Comments: The couple is thankful for all the
support Loma Linda alumni have given them and
is especially thankful to the Little White House.

BRENDON D. BROCKMANN ’13 and
DANA M. HOXIE ’19
• Wedding Date/Location: February 24, 2019, at
Campus Hill Church of Seventh-day Adventists in
Loma Linda, California
• Residency/Practice: Dr. Brockmann is a child
and adolescent psychiatrist for Riverside County.
Dr. Hoxie is doing an occupational medicine residency at LLUH.
• Bride's Parents: RUSSELL HOXIE JR. ’88
and Danielle Hoxie
• Groom's Parents: DOUGLAS ’78 and Susie
Brockmann n
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Alumni in Mission Service Update
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms.” 1 Peter 4:10
What is AIMS doing currently? The focus is three things:
1) connecting alumni who wish to support overseas missions
to our overseas alumni who want (and need) that support,
2) assisting with shipping costs to get medical equipment and
supplies to alumni overseas, and 3) soon providing a platform
for our overseas alumni to post for coverage when they return
home on annual leave. The mission hospitals rely heavily on the
mission doctors and may have to completely shut down certain
services when the physician goes on annual leave. The mission
doctor is often exhausted and stretched to their utmost, desperately needing rest and a break. We envision being able to post
the dates on our website six months in advance for those annual
leave requests along with the type of physician coverage needed.
At the last APC, two alumni received the annual AIMS
Award: ROBERT R. WRESCH ’69 and TAWNYA M.
CONSTANTINO ’94. We applaud and acknowledge their

service, dedication, and years of reaching out overseas to those
in need through medical missions. We suspect there are many
of our alumni going on short-term mission trips, leading and
funding worthy projects, and doing community outreach right
in their own neighborhoods. Each of our alumni has unique
gifts and talents. Maybe yours is connecting with local teens,
opening your home for fellowship once a week, writing uplifting
poetry, or being a weekly prayer warrior. Please send us your
story! Even one paragraph telling us what you do with your
talents will be appreciated. Your story could be a wonderful
inspiration to your colleagues. We want to post your story
online so that we can uplift, encourage, and connect.
Send us an email with your story or suggestions for AIMS
to tpriester@llu.edu and smhildebrand@veizon.net. n
(AIMS has migrated from being an independent not-for-profit
entity to being a council of the Alumni Association. We have
maintained all previous board members who desired to continue

Students from the class of 2019 pose with their diplomas during the School of Medicine commencement ceremony on Sunday, May 26.

with AIMS.)

Graduation 2019
BY HENRY H. LAMBERTON, PSYD, ’01-FAC, ASSO CIATE DEAN FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS

Now Hiring

U.S. Board-Certified Doctors

Family Medicine
General Surgery
Internal Medicine
Pediatrician

Ophthalmologist
Ob/Gyn
Optometrist
Dermatologist

For more information, contact
hr@adventistclinic.com

®

®

Leading people to Christ through high-quality health care & education
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D

ear graduates,
When I consider what you have accomplished,
I remember that your M.D. represents years of
planning, perseverance, and prayer. You had to forgo shortterm pleasures in favor of long-term goals. You had to hang
in when you felt like giving up and had to engage in the lonely
work of studying when you would have rather been relaxing
or hanging out with friends. Your commitment is admirable.
But you also had to accept the fact that you couldn’t
succeed by yourself. You learned to not only be help-givers
but also help-receivers, to support and to accept support
from your classmates, teachers, counselors, and mentors.
You learned the value of teamwork as well as individual effort
and when to exercise both. These are vitally important skills
for professional as well as spiritual and individual success.
For this I congratulate you.
Congratulations are also due to your parents, families, and larger communities. These include the School of
Medicine alumni, churches, and others whose efforts created
the conditions necessary for your education. I join you in
expressing gratitude to them.

But there is an even greater reason to congratulate
and give thanks to you. The mission you have accepted is
succinctly described in Luke 9:1-2. When Jesus called
his disciples together, “He sent them out to proclaim the
Kingdom of God and to heal.” When Jesus’ followers are
carrying out this mission, they are bringing the Kingdom of
God to Earth. He told them to tell those whose lives they
touched that the Kingdom of God had come near to them
(Luke 10:9-11).
My prayer is that you will continue to live in the knowledge that you are citizens of the Kingdom of God and
that through your healing ministry, you are revealing that
Kingdom to others. You will experience good times and bad
times, joy and pain, but you will never have to believe that
what you do doesn’t matter.
In closing, I do want to say one more thing. Graduation
brings mixed feelings to your teachers. We rejoice for what
you have accomplished, but we will miss you when you are
gone. So send us an email from time to time, and tell us how
you are doing. Come back for alumni weekends and say
hello. Keep in touch. n
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Military Commissioning and Promotion Ceremony

Family and friends congratulate the graduates who were commissioned and promoted as officers in the U.S. military following the
School of Medicine commencement ceremony.

After the conferring of degrees at the Loma Linda
University (LLU) School of Medicine commencement
ceremony on Sunday, May 26, four medical school graduates
headed to the Randall Amphitheater to be commissioned
and promoted as officers in the U.S. military.
The four LLU School of Medicine graduates and
their new ranks are KODI HUMPAL ’19, U.S. Army
2nd Lt., LYDIA G. KORE ’19, U.S. Army 2nd Lt.,
CRANDALL K. VARNELL ’19, U.S. Army 2nd Lt., and
MCKENNAN A. COOK ’19, U.S. Navy Ensign.
A total of 11 graduates participated in this commissioning ceremony, including five graduates of LLU School of
Dentistry and two from UCR School of Medicine. n

LLUSM Alumni Awards
The following awards were presented to members of the Alumni Association, School of Medicine of Loma Linda
University, during the 2019 School of Medicine commencement ceremony.
UNIVERSITY LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD:

• H. ROGER HADLEY ’74, professor of urology,
former dean of the School of Medicine, and former
executive vice president for Medical Affairs
UNIVERSITY ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR:

• ROBERT J. WAGNER ’69, associate professor of
gynecology and obstetrics
UNIVERSITY DISTINGUISHED HUMANITARIAN AWARD:

• CLIFTON D. REEVES ’60, retired professor of
surgery, and his wife, Sandra Reeves
UNIVERSITY DISTINGUISHED INVESTIGATOR AWARD:

• DAVID J. BAYLINK ’57, professor of medicine and
basic sciences
UNIVERSITY DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC AWARD:

• HENRY H. LAMBERTON, PSYD, ’01-FAC,
associate dean for Student Affairs
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD:

• WILLIAM C. PATTON ’69, professor of gynecology and obstetrics n

(Top photo) H. ROGER HADLEY ’74 (center) is introduced by
Ronald L. Carter, PhD (right), provost of LLU, to receive the Lifetime
Service Award, presented by RICHARD H. HART, DRPH, ’70,
president of LLUH. (Bottom photo) DAVID J. BAYLINK ’57 (second
left) shakes hands with Dr. Hadley as he receives the Distinguished
Investigator Award, presented by Dr. Hart (left) and Dr. Carter (right).

14 |

Student Awards
Congratulations to the class of 2019 and to the students
who received the following awards and recognitions during
their time in medical school.
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AWARDS

• President’s Award: David E. Ruckle
• Wil Alexander Whole Person Care Award: Bobae Lee
• Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society: Daniel K.
Amponsah, Tshea Dowers, Marina C. Gemanos,
Vanessa J. Gow-Lee, Austin L. Gray, Michelle M.
Kim, Lydia G. Kore, Jeremy W. Kubiak, Bobae Lee,
Lawrence W. Liu, Branden J. Mattison, Michael R.
McCarthy, James K. Parker, Francesca Paterno,
Joshua L. Perkins, Juliette M. Personius, Trevor R.
Rafferty, David E. Ruckle, Jay S. Saggu, Bejamin A.
West, Jaron Z. Yang, Jin Yang
• Alumni Association of Loma Linda University
Herber Award: Daniel K. Amponsah, Tshea Dowers,
Jonathan A. Evans, Vanessa J. Gow-Lee, Alanna E.
James, Lydia G. Kore, Katherine O. Lane, Ikenna
Nwachuku, James K. Parker, Jay S. Saggu
• Class of 1990 Heart for Service Award: Eunice M.
Marpaung
DEPARTMENT AWARDS

• Department of Anesthesiology
Bernard D. Briggs ’40 Award: Jaron Z. Yang
• Department of Emergency Medicine
Society for Academic Emergency Medicine Award:
Alana E. Harp
Distinguished Student in Emergency Medicine
Award: Philip E. Giddings
• Department of Family Medicine
Walter P. Ordelheide ’54 Award: William E.
Guthrie, Eric Y. Pai
• Department of Gynecology/Obstetrics
Harold F. Ziprick ’37 Award: Alexandra E.
Chacko-Stacey

Recipients of the Alumni Association of Loma Linda University
Herber Award take a commemorative photo together at their senior
banquet. This award is given annually to students who demonstrate
outstanding leadership in furthering the mission of Loma Linda
University School of Medicine.

• Department of Medicine
Daniel D. Comstock Award: Christine J. Licata
Donald E. Griggs ’24 Award: Tracey B. Huey
Harold J. Hoxie ’33 Award: Justin T. Dunn, Bobae Lee
Varner J. Johns Jr. ’45 Award: Daniel K. Amponsah,
Lawrence W. Liu
• Department of Neurology
Guy M. Hunt Award: Trevor R. Rafferty
AAN Medical Student Prize for Excellence in
Neurology: Jeffrey R. Meyers
• Department of Orthopedic Surgery
Philip H. Reiswig ’61 Award: David E. Ruckle
• Department of Pediatrics
Robert F. Chinnock ’44-A Award: Francesca Paterno
• Department of Preventive Medicine
Distinguished Student in Preventive Medicine
Award: Dana M. Hoxie
• Department of Psychiatry
Benjamin Kovitz Award: Adam D. Borecky
• Department of Surgery
David B. Hinshaw Sr. ’47 Award: Jane W. Xu
• Department of Urology
Roger W. Barnes ’22 Award: Alexander B. Thomas n
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Name Class Office
First-year Residency Program
First-year Residency Location
Residency Program
Residency Location (State)
Undergraduate School

CM — College of Medicine
SM — School of Medicine
MS — Medical School
MC — Medical Center
U — University
UC — University of California

GRADUATION 2019

Residency information and data for the class statistics
were provided by the LLU School of Medicine Office of
Records and Student Services. We have done our best to
correctly list it all. Graduates can update their information at
WWW.LLUSMAA.ORG. –Eds.

The Graduating
Class of

2019

Adrian Agudelo
Historian
Emergency Medicine
Riverside Community Hospital
University of Florida

Kayla Unsell
Historian
Family Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Union College

Andrew Hong
Technology Representative
Anesthesiology
Mayo Clinic Sch. of Grad.
Medical Education (FL)
U of Central Florida

Alanna James
Technology Representative
Medicine–Preliminary
LLU Medical Center
Andrews University

Timothy Barbosa
Senator
Emergency Medicine
U of Texas Health Science
Center–Houston
Walla Walla University

David Eng
Senator
Internal Medicine
UC Irvine Medical Center
California State University,
Fullerton

Amylie Adlaon
Family Medicine
Eisenhower Medical Center
Southwestern Adventist
University

Chelsea Aka
Internal Medicine
Kaiser Permanente–LA
Loma Linda University

Midian Ambo
Transitional
LLU Medical Center
University of Miami

Jared Amos
Pediatrics
U of Tennessee CM–
Chattanooga
Kettering College of
Medical Arts

Gretchen Ascher Jones
Psychiatry
LLU Medical Center
California State University,
San Marcos

Gezelle Azar
Psychiatry
UC Irvine Medical Center
UC Riverside

THE
CLASS
OFFICERS
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Lydia Kore
President
Orthopedic Surgery
SAUSHEC (TX)
Walla Walla University

Daniel Amponsah
Vice President
Internal Medicine
Massachusetts General
Hospital
Pacific Union College

Nicole Leung
Social Vice President
U of British Columbia

Ikenna Nwachuku
Social Vice President
Orthopedic Surgery
U of Southern California
Loyola Marymount University

Tshea Dowers
Secretary/Treasurer
McGill University

Josianne Bailey
Transitional
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Nicole Bartsch
Pediatrics
Harbor-UCLA MC
Walla Walla University

Kyle Basical
Internal Medicine
Huntington Memorial
Hospital (CA)
UC Riverside

Marielle Beamesderfer
Pediatrics
UC Irvine Medical Center/
CHOC
Walla Walla University

Arlin Bhattacharjee
Psychiatry
Kaiser Permanente–
Fontana (CA)
Pacific Union College

Joseph Bird III
Obstetrics and Gynecology
U of Tennessee CM–
Chattanooga
Southern Adventist University

Matthew Dalley
Pastor
Emergency Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Braden Mattison
Sports Coordinator
Orthopedic Surgery
LLU Medical Center
Oregon State University

Eunice Marpaung
Community Service Coord.
Family Medicine
MultiCare Tacoma Family
Medicine (WA)
U of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Brandon Tresenriter
Mission Project Director
Psychiatry
CA Pacific Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Carly Leggitt Villarreal
Alumni Representative
Family Medicine
Providence Sacred Heart
Medical Center (WA)
Walla Walla University

Kristen Bishop
Psychiatry
California Pacific MC
Andrews University

Cullen Black
Family Medicine
U of Tennessee CM–
Chattanooga
Southern Adventist University

Adam Borecky
Psychiatry
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Daniela Borecky
Transitional
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Adam Bussey
Family Medicine
Kettering MC (OH)
Burman University

Michael Carter
Emergency Medicine
U of Louisville SM (KY)
Walla Walla University
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Briana Castillo
Internal Medicine
U of Illinois CM–Chicago
Union College

GRADUATION 2019

Alexandra Chacko-Stacey
Obstetrics and Gynecology
LLU Medical Center
Andrews University

David Chang
General Surgery
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Michael Chang
Internal Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

David Chi
Internal Medicine
Kettering MC (OH)
U of Texas at Austin

Joshua Chu
Anesthesiology
Harbor-UCLA MC
UCLA

Bron Finkelstein
University of Northern
British Columbia

Andrei Florea
Pediatrics
LLU Medical Center
Burman University

Eric Frendt
Emergency Medicine
Arrowhead Regional
Medical Center (CA)
Master's College and
Seminary
LYDIA G. KORE ’19 addresses her fellow classmates during
the School of Medicine commencement ceremony.

From the Class President
BY LYDIA G. KORE ’19
Elysia Cohen
Pediatrics
Westchester Medical
Center (NY)
Oakwood University

McKennan Cook
Internal Medicine
Naval Medical Center–
San Diego
Southern Adventist University

Allison Cool
Pediatrics
U of Utah Affiliated Hospitals
Southern Adventist University

Kyle Cothran
Psychiatry
Samaritan Health Services–
Corvallis (OR)
Andrews University

Nicole Dennis
Surgery–Preliminary
Saint Joseph Hospital (CO)
Diagnostic Radiology
U of Southern California
CA Polytechnic State U,
San Luis Obispo

Meena Dopp
Internal Medicine
Kaiser Permanente–
Fontana (CA)
Pacific Union College
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Steven Frey
Family Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Shannon Fujimoto
Otolaryngology
LLU Medical Center
Weimar Institute

Morgan Garner
Southern Adventist University

(From left) ALEXANDER THOMAS ’19, VANESSA GOW-LEE ’19, JONATHAN EVANS ’19, and
MICHELLE EDSTROM ’19 smile for the camera as H. ROGER HADLEY ’74 (right) continues his
tradition of taking selfies with the students during graduation.

Marina Germanos
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Creighton University
Affiliated Hospitals
UC Irvine

Philip Giddings IV
Emergency Medicine
U of Louisville SM (KY)
Andrews University

Zachary Gilbert
Internal Medicine
Kettering MC (OH)
Walla Walla University

Justin Dunn
Internal Medicine
U of Texas Health Science
Center–San Antonio
Pepperdine University

Vanessa Gow-Lee
Internal Medicine
Mayo Clinic Sch. of Grad.
Medical Education (MN)
Walla Walla University

Austin Gray
Pathology
LLU Medical Center
Chadron State College

Jack Guccione
Pathology
UC Irvine Medical Center
Humboldt State University

Kevin Edinborough
Family Medicine
Virginia Commonwealth
University–Fairfax
University of Maryland,
College Park

Michelle Edstrom
Pediatrics
LLU Medical Center
Walla Walla University

Jonathan Evans
Internal Medicine
UC Irvine Medical Center
Walla Walla University

A

s time continues to fly by, it’s hard to believe that just a
few months ago, we were medical students. Our rainy
graduation weekend now feels like a dream. The transition
from student to resident has happened, and now we’re
busy writing notes, putting in orders, checking on patients,
going to the operating room (OR), and seeing consults.
I’ve been told the first few months of residency are some
of the hardest — just trying to figure it all out. You may
be experiencing the feeling of inadequacy that comes with
being an intern — questioning the MD after your name.
Maybe you’ve shed some tears, felt like you can’t catch a
break in the OR, or stayed extra late to finish up those
notes only to go home to study and then do it all again the
next day. I know I’ve experienced many of these things, and
it has been tough. Challenging in a new way.
Friends, remember to give yourself a break and take
it one day at a time. Through the chaos of transitioning
to residency, moving to a new city, and bearing the
responsibility of a physician, I hope and pray that you
are still able to remember why you decided to do this.
Remember that you worked hard to be able to serve people.
You have chosen a selfless career path. You have chosen to
be a light during times of darkness for people. Remember
that no matter what task you are working on, big or small,
the call to protect life is always worth it — you are making
a difference.
As you embark on what may be some of the hardest years
of your lives, I encourage you to lean on one another, find
support in your new environment, form new communities,
call old friends, pray, laugh, eat, exercise, work hard, seek
help if you need it, and lean on God wholeheartedly. These
next phases of our lives will bring challenges that lead to
growth, opportunities to learn, and memories that will last
a lifetime. God bless you on your journey! n
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THE CLASS OF 2019

By the
Numbers
164 Total MD graduates
74 Female graduates (45%)

William Guthrie
Family Medicine
Dignity Health Methodist
Hospital–Sacramento
Southern Adventist University

Sung Yong Han
Transitional/OMFS
LLU Medical Center
Brown University

Alana Harp
Emergency Medicine
Stanford University (CA)
Texas Christian University

Sarah Heczko
Physical Medicine & Rehab
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Megan Kim
Psychiatry
UC Irvine Medical Center
University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign

Michelle Kim
Psychiatry
UC Irvine Medical Center
UCLA

Richard Kim
Medicine–Preliminary
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Joshua King
Physical Medicine & Rehab
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Jeremy Kubiak
Plastic Surgery–Integrated
LLU Medical Center
Westmont College

Katherine Lane
Psychiatry
U of Utah Affiliated Hospitals
Westmont College

Avonelle Henry
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Montefiore Medical
Center–Einstein (NY)
Andrews University

Dana Hoxie
Transitional/Occupational
Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Nathan Hoyt
Psychiatry
LLU Medical Center
Kettering College of
Medical Arts

Holly Huang
Neurology
U of Utah Affiliated Hospitals
Southern Adventist University

Bobae Lee
Medicine/Pediatrics
LLU Medical Center
Huntington College

Daniel Lee
Internal Medicine
Mayo Clinic Sch. of Grad.
Medical Education (AZ)
UC Berkeley

Wei-Xian Li
Medicine–Preliminary
LLU Medical Center
Physical Medicine & Rehab
Stanford University (CA)
U of British Columbia

Joanne Liang
Pediatrics
UC Irvine Medical Center/
CHOC
UC San Diego

Christine Licata
Internal Medicine
UC Davis Medical Center
Point Loma Nazarene
University

Lindsay Lim
Medicine–Primary/Global
Health
LLU Medical Center
La Sierra University

Tracey Huey
Internal Medicine
UC Davis Medical Center
University of the Pacific

Kodi Humpal
Pediatrics
Tripler Army Medical
Center (HI)
Walla Walla University

Taylin Im
Family Medicine
Cambridge Health
Alliance–Tufts (MA)
Brown University

Young Do Jeong
Pacific Union College

Yela Jung
Internal Medicine
UC Irvine Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Angela Kanna
Medicine–Preliminary
Flushing Hospital MC (NY)
Diagnostic Radiology
Tufts Medical Center (MA)
Southern Adventist University

Laurel Kelley
Pediatrics
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Candice Kim
General Surgery
University Hospital (MO)
Pacific Union College

90 Male graduates (55%)
21 Married (5 to classmates)
9 Children born during med school
TOP SPECIALTIES
26 Internal Medicine (16%)
22 Family Medicine (13%)
15 Psychiatry (9%)
13 Pediatrics (8%)
11 Emergency Medicine (7%)
TOP RESIDENCY LOCATIONS
61 LLU Medical Center (37%)
9 UC Irvine Medical Center (5%)
5 Kettering Medical Center (3%)
4

Tie: Riverside Community Hospital,
Stanford University, UC Davis 		
Medical Center (2%)

ETHNIC ORIGIN

(as specified by students)

56 Asian or Pacific Islander (34%)
13 Black Non-Hispanic (8%)
20 Hispanic (12%)
62 White Non-Hispanic (38%)
13 Multiple Ethnicities (8%)
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Graduates make their exit and meet their
family and friends after the ceremony.

Though the campus may change,
you will always be family.

Faculty Medical Group

We would not be where we are today without the hard work and dedication of each one of
you, evident by the impact you have made in the world. As we prepare for the next phase of
fulfilling our Mission to Continue the Healing Ministry of Jesus Christ, we are reaching out to
partner with you as a member of our family. In preparation for the completion of our new
hospital in 2020, our commitment is to grow our clinical faculty, meeting the needs of the
Inland Empire, Southern California, and the world. If you have an interest in returning home,
or know anyone who would like to join the team, we would love to hear from you. You can visit
our website at www.socaldocs.com or contact me anytime.
Mike Unterseher, CMSR
Director of Physician Recruitment
909-558-5912
munterseher@llu.edu
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ROSANNE THORNHILL ’19 shows her excitement as she stands up and
cheers during the commencement ceremony on Sunday, May 26.

Lawrence Liu
Internal Medicine
Barnes-Jewish Hospital (MO)
UC Irvine

Kevin Loyola
Neurology
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Carvy Luceno
Internal Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Burman University

Kevin Nishino
Internal Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Pedro Orta II
Pediatrics
Children's Hospital LA
University of Florida

Eric Pai
Family Medicine
Long Beach Memorial
Medical Center (CA)
Rice University

Brandon Painter
General Surgery
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Eunwoo Park
Internal Medicine
LLU Medical Center
SUNY College at Geneseo

James Parker
Medicine–Preliminary
Billings Clinic (MT)
Dermatology
University Hospital (MO)
Whitworth University

Samantha Luna
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Loyola University MC (IL)
UC Davis

Shannice Mabandla
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Adventist Health White
Memorial (CA)
Union College

Tia Mackintosh
Emergency Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Andrews University

Francesca Paterno
Medicine/Pediatrics
LLU Medical Center
UC Berkeley

Rubicelia Perez
Family Medicine
Kadlec Regional Medical
Center (WA)
Walla Walla University

Joshua Perkins
Family Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Burman University

Juliette Personius
Medicine/Pediatrics
LLU Medical Center
UC Santa Barbara

Jonathan Pham
Internal Medicine
LLU Medical Center
UCLA

Tuan Pham
Internal Medicine
Providence St. Vincent
Medical Center (OR)
Oregon State University

Michael McCarthy
Pathology
Mayo Clinic Sch. of Grad.
Medical Education (MN)
Union College

Patrick McGee
Anesthesiology
U of Colorado SM
Walla Walla University

Kristina Mercado
Obstetrics and Gynecology
LLU Medical Center
University of Florida

Jeffrey Meyers
Neurology
Prisma Health Richland
Hospital (SC)
Southern Adventist University

Christina Mills
Neurology
U of Alabama Medical
Center–Birmingham
Pacific Union College

Zachary Mills
Neurology
U of Alabama Medical
Center–Birmingham
Southern Adventist University

Trevor Rafferty
Medicine–Preliminary
Santa Clara Valley MC (CA)
Neurology
Stanford University (CA)
UCLA

Charles Randolph
Family Medicine
Valley Medical Center (WA)
Biola University

Mary Rasmussen
Pediatrics
UC Davis Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Daniel Real
Pathology
LLU Medical Center
UC Irvine

Sith Riantawan
Psychiatry
LLU Medical Center
Biola University

David Rivera Negrete
Pathology
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Parisah Moghaddampour
Medicine–Preliminary
LLU Medical Center
Oregon State University

Michael Momohara
Physical Medicine & Rehab
LLU Medical Center
Andrews University

Niiang Mung
Psychiatry
University of Texas–
Rio Grande Valley
LLU School of Nursing

Sarah Nadarajan
Transitional
LLU Medical Center
Southwestern Adventist
University

Kevin Napitupulu
Transitional
Kettering MC (OH)
Diagnostic Radiology
LLU Medical Center
La Sierra University

Theodore Nguyen
Internal Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Loyola Marymount University

Jonatan Rojas
Emergency Medicine
Eisenhower Medical Center
Union College

David Ruckle
Orthopedic Surgery
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Chandler Rundle
UC San Diego

Eric Sager
Family Medicine–Urban
U of Rochester–Highland
Hospital (NY)
Calvin College

Jay Saggu
Transitional/OMFS
LLU Medical Center
UC Berkeley

Maxwell Schauermann
Psychiatry
LLU Medical Center
Southern Methodist
University
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Ellen Shin
Family Medicine
Riverside Community
Hospital
Syracuse University

Brittany Siemers
Pediatrics
UCLA Medical Center
UC Davis

Jinjutha Silpanisong
Medicine–Preliminary
LLU Medical Center
La Sierra University

Philippe Stanier
Emergency Medicine
Zucker SM–Hofstra/
Northwell (NY)
Andrews University

Marc Starkey
Neurology
LLU Medical Center
Andrews University

Andrew Stewart
Internal Medicine
U of Texas Southwestern MS
Andrews University

Jerry Thomas
Medicine–Preliminary
Riverside Community Hospital
Diagnostic Radiology
U of Southern California
UC San Diego

Rosanne Thornhill
General Surgery
LLU Medical Center
Andrews University

Brittany Tilson
Obstetrics and Gynecology
LLU Medical Center
Westmont College

Dalton Toay
Transitional
Kettering MC (OH)
Union College

John Stewart
Pacific Union College

Kyungje Sung
Medicine–Preliminary
Lahey Clinic (MA)
Physical Medicine & Rehab
Tufts Medical Center (MA)
Andrews University

Christopher Tangunan
Family Medicine
LLU Medical Center
Southern Adventist University

Kemuel Telemaque
Andrews University

Cedric Thiel
Otolaryngology
U of Kentucky MC
Walla Walla University

Alexander Thomas
Obstetrics and Gynecology
LLU Medical Center
Whitman College

Edwin Torres
Family Medicine
Riverside Community Hospital
Diagnostic Radiology
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Ross Trecartin
Family Medicine
U of Wisconsin SM and
Public Health–Wausau
Andrews University

Edelina Turturica
Psychiatry
Arrowhead Regional
Medical Center (CA)
Portland State University

Kathleen Valenzuela
Medicine/Anesthesiology
LLU Medical Center
UC San Diego

NIIANG MUNG ’19 (left) and MICHAEL
MOMOHARA ’19 proudly show off their
diplomas as they walk off the stage. The
diplomas were presented to the graduates in
plastic bags due to rain on graduation day.

Rachel VanderWel
Emergency Medicine
Denver Health MC (CO)
Grove City College

Crandall Varnell
Family Medicine
Fort Belvoir Community
Hospital (VA)
Walla Walla University

Chloe Walker
La Sierra University

Mark Walsworth
Family Medicine
Kootenai Health (ID)
Pacific Lutheran University

Benjamin West
Medicine–Preliminary
Santa Barbara Cottage
Hospital (CA)
Westmont College

Catherine Winter
Family Medicine
PeaceHealth Southwest
Medical Center (WA)
Walla Walla University

Arvy Wuysang
Pediatrics
LLU Medical Center
La Sierra University

Jane Xu
General Surgery
LLU Medical Center
UC Berkeley

Jaron Yang
Anesthesiology
Stanford University (CA)
UC San Diego

Jin Yang
Otolaryngology
LLU Medical Center
Northwestern University

Elizabeth Yeo
Physical Medicine & Rehab
LLU Medical Center
Pacific Union College

Jose Zumba
Internal Medicine
UC Davis Medical Center
California State University,
Sacramento

(Left photo) BRITTANY TILSON ’19, SHANNON FUJIMOTO ’19, CHELSEA AKA ’19, LAUREL
KELLEY ’19, and LYDIA KORE ’19 raise their caps in celebration outside the University Church
before their hooding ceremony on Friday, May 24. (Above) DAVID RUCKLE ’19 (second right) is
surrounded by his parents, CAROL LAU RUCKLE ’78-B (far left) and HERBERT C. RUCKLE ’86
(right), and grandfather, FRANCIS Y. LAU ’47 (second left), after the commencement ceremony.
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Disclosure of Medical
Errors: In Favor of
Full Disclosure
BY CHARLES D. RANDOLPH ’19

Medical professionals all agree
physician medical errors occur,
and they are often linked to
significant adverse events.
However, there is still significant
disagreement regarding how
often these errors occur and
what to do after a physician
error occurs. First, we must
define the term “medical error.”
Some argue for a broad definition (such
as that used in the controversial Institute
of Medicine report “To Err Is Human”)1,
equating medical error to preventable
adverse events. Under this definition,
all adverse events that could have been
prevented are considered medical errors
even if the physician practiced at or above
the standard of care. This leads to the rather
shocking conclusion that up to 98,000
deaths per year in the U.S. are caused by
medical errors.
Others argue for a much more narrow
definition, using the legal language of
malpractice to guide them, requiring duty,
breech, causation, and harm.2 However, for
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the purposes of this discussion, I would
like to argue for an even broader definition: “a commission or an omission… that
would have been judged wrong by skilled
and knowledgeable peers at the time it
occurred, independent of whether there
were negative consequences.”3
As a physician, the term “medical error”
becomes personal. It means that “I” or
someone on “my” health care team made
a mistake. Sometimes these mistakes are
major (failing to provide a full informed
consent, forgetting to file a report on
child abuse, or missing a key diagnosis).
Sometimes these mistakes are minor
(forgetting to reorder daily labs after the
order expired or making a patient NPO
when their surgery for the next day has
been delayed). Mistakes may be unintentional, intentional, or due to momentary
lapses of judgment. Under this definition, a
medical error is not defined by its outcome.
It is not defined by the standard of care. It
is defined by the physician and their peers
when they internally reflect and realize
they could have or should have done better.
Under this umbrella term, specific types of
errors can then be identified. Misdiagnosis,
medication error, near-miss, iatrogenic
injury, failure to screen, overutilization
of care, underutilization of care, etc. The
list goes on and on. We see these medical

errors every day in every practice setting.
But what do we do after we realize we made
a mistake?
After a medical error, physicians often
struggle with the question of what to tell
the patient. The unspoken policy for many
years has been to hide or deny errors. The
primary motive for this practice is fear of
litigation, which is strongly ingrained into

WE ARE OFTEN TOLD IT
IS BETTER TO PRACTICE
“DEFENSIVE MEDICINE”
THAN “GOOD MEDICINE”
BECAUSE EVEN GOOD
DOCTORS GET SUED
physician culture. We are often told it is
better to practice “defensive medicine” than
“good medicine” because even good doctors
get sued. However, a more careful examination will reveal that defensive medicine
is simply bad medicine. It places a strain of
extreme caution on the physician-patient
relationship, it demands unnecessary tests
driving up health care costs, and it teaches
physicians to hide and deny mistakes.
Slowly, a shift has been taking place, and it
is now generally considered ethically necessary to disclose significant medical errors

to the patient. This has been reiterated
by numerous professional organizations,
including the AMA code of ethics (opinion
8.6).4 The code of ethics emphasizes the
important values of honesty, trust, patient
autonomy, and patient safety, and it stresses
that patients have the right to know about
the past and present medical condition.
Of note, it specifically states, “Concern
regarding legal liability should not affect
the physician’s honesty with the patient…
even when new information regarding the
medical error will not alter the patient’s
medical treatment or therapeutic options.”
Despite this strong ethical argument for
disclosure, studies indicate that many physicians fail to disclose errors to their patients.
In a large national survey of both
physicians and non-physicians who had
suffered an unanticipated outcome in their
or their loved ones’ care, only 30 percent
reported receiving an explanation or
apology for the error.5 In a study looking
at malpractice cases, only 15 percent of
defendants reported receiving an apology
by the physician.6 Clearly, many physicians
fail to disclose, explain, and apologize for
their medical errors. But in another study
the majority of physician respondents
reported that they wanted to apologize
to their patients but did not do so out of
fear of lawsuit.7 However, this fear may
be misplaced.
What many physicians may not realize is
that 36 states (including California) protect
apologies as inadmissible evidence in court.
One example is California Evidence Code
§1160: “The portion of statements, writings,
or benevolent gestures expressing sympathy
or a general sense of benevolence relating
to the pain, suffering, or death of a person
involved in an accident and made to that
person or to the family of that person shall
be inadmissible as evidence of an admission
of liability in a civil action. A statement of
fault, however, which is part of, or in addition to, any of the above shall not be inadmissible pursuant to this section.”8 These

laws have been supported by physicians and
medical groups nationally as an important
protection allowing health care providers to
apologize without fear of being sued.
Furthermore, beyond the ethical
mandate, there is a growing legal mandate
for disclosure. An early case regarding
disclosure was Simcuski v. Saeli (New York
Court of Appeals; 1978). In this case the
defendant suffered a serious complication
of surgery that was never disclosed by the
surgeon. The case was initially dismissed
as it fell outside the three-year statute of
limitations for medical malpractice. Yet the
appeals court held that the lack of disclosure constituted fraud, and thus the case
was within the six-year statute of limitations for fraud.9
More recently, 10 states have passed laws
mandating full disclosure by the physician of
all unanticipated outcomes that occur under
his or her care. These states include Oregon,
Washington, Nevada, Florida, Tennessee,
South Carolina, Maryland, New Jersey,
Connecticut, and Pennsylvania. These laws
have come under some scrutiny for lacking
provisions for effective enforcement, but
they represent a clear shift legislatively. It
would be reasonable to predict that similar
laws will be passed soon in many other
states, and the legal mandate for disclosure
will continue to grow. Other important
bodies, including the Joint Commission
and the National Quality Forum, call for
full disclosure being established as the
national standard of care. As disclosures
become established as the standard of care,
any physician that fails to disclose will open
themselves up to risk of lawsuit.
Now we are seeing an increasing
number of hospitals embrace policies that
support full disclosure. These are called
compensation and resolution programs
(CRP). They were piloted at Stanford,
University of Illinois, and University of
Michigan and then expanded to 14 other
AHRQ sites. Under these programs all
unanticipated outcomes and medical errors

are disclosed immediately, and patients are
offered compensation up front. Despite
concern that these programs would be
expensive and lead to both increased
payments and lawsuits, studies at these
sites suggest the opposite. Many of the
sites have shown CRP implementation is
associated with lower rates of new claims
and legal defense costs.10 And none of the
hospitals experienced worsening liability
after CRP implementation.11 This suggests

BY CREATING A CULTURE
THAT DOES NOT STIGMATIZE
MEDICAL ERRORS BUT
RATHER RECOGNIZES THAT
WE ARE ALL HUMAN, WE
CAN ACHIEVE A PROMISING
FUTURE FOR MEDICINE
that other hospitals can incorporate similar
policies that increase disclosure, respecting
both legal and ethical mandates to disclose,
without increasing their liability and costs.
Not only is this beneficial for the patients,
but this is beneficial for providers as well.
Health care providers are now recognized
to be the “second victim” of a medical error.12
Many providers reported feeling increased
anxiety and fear, having difficulty sleeping,
and having decreased job satisfaction
following a significant patient safety event.
By adopting open disclosure policies, we
can better support both patients and health
care providers as they struggle through
difficult times.
In conclusion, medical errors need to
be disclosed to maintain the trust and
honesty inherent to the physician-patient
relationship. There is a strong ethical
mandate for disclosure and a growing legal
mandate as well. Full disclosure includes an
explanation, an apology, and a discussion of
how to prevent future events. Historically,
(Continued on page 30)
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DISCLOSURE OF MEDICAL ERRORS

Voted Monroe County’s Best Physicians Office!

(Continued from page 29)

-Reader’s Choice Awards, Advocate & Democrat

CCHS is seeking a physician to
join our caring staff at our clinic in
East Tennessee. The desired
specialties include family medicine
and internal medicine.
For more information, please contact
Jordan Cagle at jcagle@chotahealth.org

physicians have failed to provide full disclosure, and when
people start to compromise in the health care setting, it can
create a culture void of integrity. As physicians, we should
hold ourselves and our colleagues to the highest standards of
care. By creating a culture that does not stigmatize medical
errors but rather recognizes that we are all human, we can
achieve a promising future for medicine. n
Dr. Randolph is doing a family medicine residency
at Valley Medical Center in Renton, WA. He wrote
this article as a senior for his Law and Medicine
course taught by DONNA L. CARLSON ’69.

$30,000 Sign-On Bonus *Restrictions may apply.
Competitive Salary
Bald River Falls
Loan Repayment Options
CME Reimbursement
Paid Mission Leave
9 Paid Holidays
401k with Match
Much More! (Contact for details)

TELLICO RIVER

TELLICO LAKE
LOCATED IN BEAUTIFUL MONROE COUNTY, Tn

www.chotahealth.org

MEDICAL SPACE FOR LEASE

Goldenwest Professional Plaza
16511 Goldenwest Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92647

• Class A medical suite 1,624SF has two operating rooms, two exams rooms,
reception, consultation, private office, x-ray area, breakroom, sterilization area
and restroom
• Highly upgraded finishes including millwork, doors, lighting, walls and restroom
• Plumbed for multiple gases and suction
• Separate entrance and exit
• High quality, renovated exterior
• Ample parking
• Excellent location on corner of Goldenwest and Heil. Close to the 405 freeway,
Belle Terra, Goldenwest College and Beach Boulevard.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Sterling Realty Advisors
Dan O’Hare 949/510.0920 dan.ohare@sterling-realty.com
California Broker #857264
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BY EUNICE M. MARPAUNG ’19

To my classmates:
You were a stranger to me,

or 423-436-1126.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strangers
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Blank slate with blank short coat
With no name until you took the seat next to me.
Nudging me awake, sharing your grapes,
You sat with me through the longest hours
From 5 a.m. in our corner of Centennial
To 10 p.m., eating popcorn while “studying,”
Though we both knew we just wanted company.
Lying with a hospital gown, shirtless in clinical skills lab,
With my hand to your chest, abdomen, knees, and feet,
You were my first patient,
And you let me see your heart dance on a screen.
On the wards, you picked up the patient I feared
And stayed to admit while I ran down to eat.
You saw my tired eyes
And gave me your last granola bar.
Whispering answers, saving seats at grand rounds,
Watching movies on night call,
You filled my days with laughter.
With you there, I didn’t feel lonely.
As we marched, you fixed my graduation hood.
You took pictures with my family,
And you loved them.
You loved me,
And I can never repay your kindness. n
Dr. Marpaung is starting her family medicine
residency at Tacoma General Hospital. She is
grateful for her parents, aunts, and uncles, who
are immigrants from Indonesia, as well as friends
and mentors for their love and guidance.

Summer 2019 | 31

FEATURES
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

DEPARTMENT REPORT

Plastic
Surgery

BY SUBHAS GUPTA, MD, CHAIR ,
DEPARTMENT OF PLASTIC SURGERY, LLUSM

“Welcome to Dong’e!,” we all heard
spoken in broken English. We had just
completed a two-and-a-half-hour bumpy
car drive following a three-hour train ride after a 13-hour
flight to arrive in the Shandong Province of China in the
town of Dong’e — a rural location ensconced in the myth of
the medicinal properties of donkeys.
While the setting was remote, our hosts were extremely
welcoming and receptive to us. I had just arrived in China
with my two senior residents (Tyler Frew and Saba Motakef ),
along with my son, Shayle, to start our department’s fourth
recent visit to China and our affiliated hospitals. Over the
past decade, our department has been very active in international service and education with trips to Haiti, Malawi,
and multiple locations in India and China. It has continued
to be an important part of our educational program to have
residents and students travel with the faculty on these trips.
Supporting the Loma Linda University Health mission
internationally has been an important complement of our
support of the mission locally on campus. Our interaction with the School of Medicine begins in the students’
freshman year when four to five students are selected via
the MacPherson summer research program to work with
our faculty. These students get their first real taste of plastic
surgery as they investigate clinical questions in one of our
centers of excellence, including breast reconstruction,
craniofacial surgery, cosmetic surgery, hand surgery, pediatric plastic surgery, and trunk reconstruction.
Our medical student researchers have presented 47
abstracts of their research over the past five years at our
regional, state, and national meetings and have served
as co-authors on 14 manuscripts in plastic surgery journals. Students have also helped author funded grants and
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participated as student investigators in clinical trials of novel
medical devices.
We additionally work with third-year students who rotate
on our clinical service during their surgery clerkship. These
students are exposed to the busy clinical team of our 12 integrated residents working with our full-time faculty at Loma
Linda University Medical Center (LLUMC). They spend time
in craniofacial surgery with Mark Martin, MD, and Andrea
Ray, MD. They also work with Michael Hill, MD, and Hahns
Kim, MD, on breast reconstruction cases and with Asra Hashmi,
MD, and me on hand surgery and other reconstructive cases.
Fourth-year medical students interested in plastic surgery
as a career choice also spend one month sub-internships
with us to increase their exposure to our specialty and to
the faculty. We have also had a series of fourth-year students
step out of their formal medical school curriculum to spend
a year as research fellows to improve their competitiveness in
the NRMP match for plastic surgery.
The educational offerings of our department extend
beyond the medical school and our residency as we offer
weekly CME-accredited conferences and grand rounds.
Additionally, our faculty members have leadership roles
in several national societies and their annual symposia,
including the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, the
Plastic Surgery Research Council, the Wound Healing
Society, the American Association of Plastic Surgeons,
and the American Council of Academic Plastic Surgeons.
We also organize and host the annual Thomas J. Zirkle
Symposium as part of the Annual Postgraduate Convention
during alumni weekend in March of each year, spotlighting
advances and innovations in our field with internationally
renowned faculty sharing the podium with our LLU faculty.
Clinically, our department continues to thrive with
very busy practices at both LLUMC and the Riverside
University Health System (formerly known as the Riverside
County Hospital). Our outpatient clinics in Loma Linda
and Riverside house ambulatory surgery facilities and have
allowed for the development of a leading aesthetic surgery
practice in our region.
Fortunately, the past, present, and future of our department are all bright, and we expect to continue to grow our
educational offerings and our clinical practice over the
next decade. n
Dr. Gupta has been professor and chair of the department of
plastic surgery for 16 years with a clinical practice focusing on
complex aesthetic and reconstructive cases and a research lab
highlighting his interest in advanced technologies and minimally
invasive procedures.

Reserve Academy in Hudson, Ohio,
followed by Amherst College in Amherst,
Massachusetts, where he obtained

his undergraduate degree in neuroscience. After a short stint in health care
consulting in the Boston area, he obtained
his medical degree at Boston University
Medical School.
During his fourth year of medical
school, Dr. Kim found his calling to enter
the field of plastic surgery. He entered
the independent pathway, completing a
general surgery residency at Maricopa
Integrated Health System in Phoenix,
Arizona, followed by a plastic surgery
fellowship at Mayo Clinic, Arizona. After
finishing his training in 2010, he joined the
faculty at Loma Linda University, where he
practices general plastic surgery, including
both reconstructive and cosmetic surgery.
He has a special interest and passion for
breast reconstruction.
Outside of medicine, Dr. Kim enjoys
spending time and traveling with his wife
and two children. n

Hospital of Philadelphia as a medical
student that she fell in love with cleft and
craniofacial surgery.

After completing a general surgery
residency at Yale, she did her plastic
surgery training at the University of
Virginia. Undeterred from pursuing her
goal to become a craniofacial surgeon,
she finished her fellowship in craniofacial surgery at the Medical College
of Wisconsin.
Dr. Ray arrived at Loma Linda in
2003 to develop her practice in craniofacial surgery, including the separation
of craniopagus twins in 2005. One of
the appeals of the position here in Loma
Linda was the opportunity to participate
in mission trips to do cleft and craniofacial
surgery around the world. She has been
on trips to India, Ethiopia, Dominican
Republic, and two trips to Israel to the
West Bank and Gaza.
In her spare time, she enjoys cooking
and gardening as well as performing in the
YMCA circus with her daughter. n

PLASTIC SURGERY
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Hahns Kim, MD
The ideal career for physicians is to
find the medical sub-specialty for which
they have a passion and to discover that
they additionally have exquisite ability
in that arena. Dr. Hahns Kim has found
that at Loma Linda in the realm of breast
cancer reconstruction. Dr. Kim joined the
department of plastic surgery in 2010
and is currently an associate professor at
the School of Medicine, where he directs
the fourth-year student rotations in
plastic surgery.
Dr. Kim grew up in the midwestern
state of Ohio. The son of two physicians, he always dreamed of becoming
a doctor himself. He attended Western

PLASTIC SURGERY
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Andrea Ray, MD
Plastic surgeons are often called
the “doctor’s doctor” as we are often
entrusted with the care of injuries of
physicians and their family members. In
our department, the “doctor’s doctor” is
Dr. Andrea Ray, who is often called upon
by other physicians.
Dr. Ray is an associate professor in the
department of plastic surgery, where she
has been a faculty member since 2003.
She hails from New England, where she
was born and raised in Connecticut. She
completed her undergraduate degree
at Smith College and then pursued her
medical degree at Hahnemann University.
It was during a rotation at the Children’s
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Preventive Medicine
BY APRIL M. WILSON ’06, CHAIR ,
DEPARTMENT OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE , LLUSM

“We want to elevate preventive medicine
on this campus and nationally!” A group
of enthusiastic Loma Linda University
Health (LLUH) preventive medicine residents shared this
message with me as a brand-new program director in the
fall of 2016. But how could I help them accomplish this? As
a new program director, I gratefully received guidance and
mentoring from the interim chair, RICHARD H. HART,
DRPH, ’70, and the 2003-2014 chair, WAYNE S.
DYSINGER ’86. Then in December 2017, I was honored
to be appointed as chair of the department, working alongside faculty who have been strategically advancing preventive
medicine for over 40 years.
The Occupational Medicine Center, staffed by AMY J.
REESE ’10, Haitham Juma, MD, and Akbar Sharip, MD,
provides high quality care for Inland Empire employers
(including LLUH). Due to their intensive efforts to establish
our clinic as the provider of choice, we see ongoing growth in
our market share as employers shift their contracts to LLUH.
The Center for Health Promotion (CHP), with
WARREN R. PETERS ’69 serving as medical director,
focuses on prevention-driven primary care and student
health. New patient volume records were set this spring in the
travel medicine clinic led by T. ALLAN DARNELL ’95
and Peter Bastian, MD.
We have a strong presence at SACHS, where
our primary care preventive medicine faculty
KENNETH W. HART ’69 and Alma Palisoc, MD,
received awards for the quality of care provided and where
BONNIE I. CHI-LUM ’91 was promoted to chief
medical officer in 2018.
Michael Orlich, MD, has taken on leadership in the
Adventist Health Study (AHS) and recently secured grant
funding through Ardmore Institute of Health (AIH) to
continue advancing this research. Dr. Peters is leading his
class to raise funds for an endowed chair of obesity research.
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There are currently seven different studies either underway
or in the planning stages.
Lifestyle medicine (LM) has always been important to
LLUH and to the preventive medicine department, yet it is a
relatively new approach to care within the traditional medical
model (AAMC recently highlighted LM as an emerging
specialty). For the past four years, we have been strategically
engaged in positioning ourselves as leaders in this field. We
are weaving our Adventist health message, which has now
been confirmed as an evidence-based approach to care, into
our teaching, healing, and research missions.
In 2015, I piloted a new inpatient LM service line, which
is now led by Tonya Cramer, MD, and growing quickly.
BRENDA L. REA ’11, who splits her time between family
medicine and preventive medicine, spearheaded the outpatient LM clinic development. These clinical venues allowed
us to start an LM fellowship program in 2017, and we
have successfully retained the first two graduates as faculty.
Support from the School of Medicine has been strong, and
we are in the midst of developing a comprehensive LM
curriculum for the medical students. In the residency arena,
Dr. Rea and Dr. Cramer are leaders in the development of an
AIH grant-funded lifestyle medicine residency curriculum
(LMRC), which will be available to residencies nationwide.
LLUH is currently a pilot site for this curriculum (in the
family medicine, preventive medicine, and family/preventive
medicine residencies).
Looking back, I see that the residents’ desire to elevate
preventive medicine has been substantially realized. I am
extremely proud of all that our small team has accomplished
over the past few years. We have grown our clinical footprint,
developed educational opportunities, graduated highly qualified residents, and led our field nationally. Looking forward,
I have confidence that this is just the beginning of what we
will accomplish. n
Dr. Wilson enjoys education and administration and is board
certified in both preventive and lifestyle medicine.

Networking and collaborative connections are some of Dr. Sharip’s strengths.
He has intentionally volunteered with his
national and regional professional college
and has risen to prominent roles in the

past few years. He was president of the
occupational and environmental medicine
residency program directors committee in
2017-18 and is currently serving as chair
for the Western Occupational Health
Conference (San Diego, August 2019). In
addition to all these leadership roles, he
has been active academically, publishing
four articles in the past three years. All of
these efforts have resulted in a high level of
respect for our LLUH occupational medicine residents; they are highly sought-after
due to the rigor of the training program
and our national reputation. Recent graduates have gone on to work for ExxonMobil and American Airlines.
Dr. Sharip is devoted to his four
children and his wife, Mihray, who also
works at LLUH as an environmental
health specialist. In his free time he enjoys
gardening (has 40 fruit trees) and traveling
to new destinations. n

Outpatient Clinics, where she treats
conditions like diabetes, hypertension,
and tobacco dependence. That same year,
she was recognized as teacher of the year
by the preventive medicine residency
program. Serving the underserved is one of
her passions, and she is both a member of

the board of directors as well as a regular
volunteer physician at the Cornerstone
Free Clinic in San Bernardino.
In July 2015, as an associate program
director, she advocated for and then
secured funding for the MPH component
of the residency program. (Previously
residents had to pay for this additional
degree personally.) This benefit allows
us to recruit stronger, more competitive
applicants. At the same time, she launched
a new didactic curriculum called “Livin’ It,”
where residents spent part of their weekly
teaching conference directly engaging in
healthy behaviors (exercise, nutrition,
gratitude, etc.). This initial program grew
to become a key component of the current
grant-funded lifestyle medicine residency curriculum (LMRC). Dr. Studer
advanced to become the program director
of the preventive medicine residency in
July 2019. n

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Akbar Sharip, MD
Dr. Akbar Sharip joined the LLUH
family as a preventive medicine resident
in 2009 and then continued with an occupational medicine residency in 2011. He
became the occupational medicine residency program director in 2013 and has
grown and elevated the program tremendously. Across campus, the occupational
medicine residency is known for having
some of the most satisfied and healthiest
residents, based on internal and external
survey scores. In informal interviews with
residents and faculty, there are frequent
and consistent comments on the positive,
collegial working environment at our
occupational medicine clinic.

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Karen R. Studer ’10
“LLUH has dominated the ACPM
(American College of Preventive
Medicine) meetings this year!” assistant
professor Tonya Cramer, MD, exclaimed.
Thanks to Dr. Karen R. Studer’s strategic
involvement in her professional college,
five faculty members were speakers,
three residents were moderators, and
two posters were presented at the annual
meeting in May 2019. Dr. Studer also
writes questions for the American Board
of Preventive Medicine, extending our
national presence.
Joining our department as faculty
in 2014, Dr. Studer began work at the
Veterans Affairs Community-Based
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A History of the
School of Medicine
Graduation Venues
BY DENNIS E. PARK, MA, ’07-HON, CONSULTING EDITOR/HISTORIAN

commencement venue where

LLU HERITAGE ROOM

Do you remember the

Classifieds
NAPOLI ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Open for lunch and dinner, Napoli Italian
Restaurant is located just minutes away from the
Loma Linda campus. For more than 25 years,
Napoli has offered the finest Italian food, including
full catering and a banquet room.
Contact Napoli to cater special events including
weddings and birthday celebrations.
24960 Redlands Blvd., Loma Linda, CA 92354.
(909) 796-3770. Napoli-Italian.com. We deliver!

Placements
WANTED: Guam Seventh-day Adventist Clinic is
looking for an OB/GYN physician to serve for six
months as a mentor and colleague starting June
2020. Please contact Dr. Michael Robinson at
mrobinson@guamsda.com. If you are interested or
for more information, you may also send an email to
hr@adventistclinic.com.
RATES FOR PLACEMENT AND CLASSIFIED ADS:
$50 up to 50 words, then $1.50/word up to 100 words total.
Extras: $20 each for a bold border, color screen, or logo. Call
909-558-4633. More information and current rates can be
found at www.llusmaa.org/ajadvertising.

you walked down the aisle
to receive your diploma?

Let us show you senior Living at its best!
Linda Valley Senior Living is a multilevel care community offering a complete range of
living options for adults. A rewarding experience awaits those seeking independent
living, assisted living, memory care, and skilled nursing and rehabilitation.

Linda Valley Villa
INDEPENDENT
SENIOR LIVING
11075 Benton Street
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Apparently, the more years put
between that “unforgettable”
event and the present, one
has to think, ”Where was it?”
Case in point: Probably a decade ago,
there was a group of alumni sitting around
the Alumni Association conference room
table before a meeting began. As usual there
were a number of random ad hoc discussions in full-throated mode. Suddenly, a
voice rose above the din: “Jim,” (the actual
name of his classmate escapes me as I write)
“do you remember where we marched to
receive our diploma?” While the two classmates pondered the historical event, I jotted
down a “to research” note on a 3x5 card and
tucked it away.
For some reason, that “Where was my
commencement held?” note card found its
way into a stack of other note cards lost to
idea overload. The topic was later resurrected in a meeting a few months before
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School of Medicine students of the class of 1946 attend their commencement ceremony at the
Loma Linda bowl.

I retired. BURTON A. BRIGGS ’66
mentioned that it would be interesting
to have a record of the graduation venues
where the School of Medicine graduates
marched to receive their diplomas. This
suggestion was all that I needed to locate
my notes and renew my search into this
important piece of school history.
The first recorded venue for the School
of Medicine commencement was “outdoors”
(no specifics) on the College of Medical
Evangelists (CME) campus on May 21,

1921. The more recent graduates, from 2001
to the present, remember their commencement being held on the University Mall
under the shaded sail-like canopies,
located between the School of Dentistry
and the University Church. Now, the date
has been pretty much set: the Sunday
prior to Memorial Day. However, earlier
commencement ceremonies were held in
different locations and on different dates.
The task of finding out the past
commencement locations turned out to

be more difficult than expected. There was little information
concerning graduation in the early issues of The Medical Evangelist:
A Journal Devoted to the Promulgation of Health Reform Principles.
Also, the early issues of The Journal of the Alumni Association
College of Medical Evangelists surprisingly gave no column inches to
graduation. I had expected that the May-June or July-August 1931
issues of The Journal (the progenitor of our current ALUMNI
JOURNAL), the newest publication on campus, which made its
debut with the January-February 1931 issue, would have given
graduation a mention.
The following information has been gleaned from various
sources, including the Guide to the Loma Linda University
Commencement Records (Record Group #UA800 © 2010). This
document was not all-inclusive but very helpful.
The commencement exercises for the School of Medicine
(CME/LLU) were held at the following venues:
VENUE:
		CLASS/CLASSES:
Loma Linda Bowl 		
1928-1942
Pasadena Civic Auditorium		
1943
Loma Linda Bowl			
1944-1950
Redlands Bowl			1951-1959
La Sierra Collegiate Church		
1960
Redlands Bowl			1961-1965
Burden Hall			
1965 (summer class)

Redlands Bowl			
1966, 1967
UC Riverside (Stadium)		
1968
Anaheim Convention Center		
1969
Redlands Bowl			
1970, 1971
University Mall			1972
University Mall			1973-A
University Church		
1973-B
University Mall			1974
The Lower Mall, La Sierra Campus
1975-A
Redlands Bowl			1975-B
University Mall			1976-A
University Church		
1976-B
University Mall			1977-A
University Church		
1977-B
University Church		
1978-A & B
University Mall			1979
University Church		
1980-A & B
La Sierra Collegiate Church		
1981
University Mall			1982-1985
LLU Campus Quadrangle		
1986
University Mall			1987
University Church		
1988
LLU Campus Quadrangle		
1989-1994
LLU Drayson Center Auditorium
1995
LLU Campus Quadrangle		
1996
University Mall			1997-2019

Loma Linda University has developed significantly over the years,
and it is interesting to see where all of the commencement ceremonies have taken place in the past. n
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DENNIS E. PARK

whom were in the medical field. When I couldn’t see past my
next exam, they would help me regain perspective by telling
personal stories. Hearing how they had made and learned
from mistakes, prioritized their families, and maintained a
sense of curiosity gave me courage.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST MEANINGFUL
EXPERIENCE IN YOUR MEDICAL CAREER?
I did a neurology elective at the Veteran’s Administration
Loma Linda Healthcare System with BRADLEY A.
COLE ’92. I saw a patient with limb weakness who had spine
surgery, which didn’t fix the problem. Dr. Cole had suspected
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) as the cause prior to the
surgery and tried to contact the other clinicians involved in
this patient’s care, but the surgery happened anyway. As a
medical student focused on correct diagnosis and management, this experience opened my eyes to the complexity of
systems-based practice, the professionalism required to function well in the system, and the need to help people with ALS.

IF YOU WERE TO HAVE WORKED IN A FIELD OUTSIDE
OF MEDICINE, WHAT WOULD IT HAVE BEEN? WHY?

Laura A. Foster ’12

NEUROLOGY AND PALLIATIVE CARE
DENVER , COLORAD O
FOR WHAT ARE YOU FAMOUS AMONG FRIENDS
AND FAMILY?

IF YOU COULD LEARN TO DO SOMETHING NEW OR
BETTER, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

I’m famous among my tribe for running marathons. I ran my
first in Orange County after training with the Loma Linda
Lopers and RBS530. For me, running is a great way to start
the day outside in the fresh air with a sense of accomplishment and healthy dose of endorphins. Running has been
a great way to explore my new hometowns and to make
friends as I move across the country.

I wish I could speak Spanish. While I’ve worked with good
interpreters, it’s so much harder to feel connected and understood when I can’t speak the same language.

WHAT IS YOUR BEST MEMORY FROM MEDICAL
SCHOOL?
I would run to my grandparents' house on Tuesday mornings and have breakfast with my grandpa, GLENN L.
FOSTER ’57, and a small group of his friends, many of
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I’d be an algebra and geometry teacher. I love the reliability
and precision of math as well as its innate beauty. It bothers
me when people say, “I’m just not good at math,” and I’d want
to help people understand it well enough to not be afraid. I
think math has that in common with neurology — they’re
difficult and elegant and can be demystified by good teachers.

WHAT IS THE BEST ADVICE YOU’VE EVER BEEN
GIVEN?
“Sleep and food fix most things.” I attribute this to my
grandpa, who is ever-ready to take a nap or share mixed nuts.
Personal wellness is a prerequisite to efficacy, which requires
awareness to one’s own needs. And some problems sort
themselves out with time rather than effort, especially when
the problem is my perspective as much as the situation. So
it’s ok to take breaks. n
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Heritage
Stone
Update

f you have been around the Loma Linda
campus for several years, you may
remember the Heritage Stone, which
was a landmark near the center of the campus
quadrangle. Perhaps, you wondered, “Where
BY DENNIS E. PARK,
did it come from? What kind of rock is it?
MA, ’07-HON,
How much does it weigh? Why is it here?”
CONSULTING EDITOR/
and more recently, “Where did it go?”
HISTORIAN
The stone is gray granite, which weighs
approximately 1,720 pounds. It was lying in
a farmer’s field near Battle Creek, Michigan,
when it was happened upon by a member of the
American Medical Missionary College (AMMC)
from the class of 1899, the first class to graduate
from that school. Desiring to give the school a lasting
memorial gift, Alfred Shryock, president of the class,
got together the farm boys of the class, “borrowed” a
James W. Erkenbeck
team of horses, and brought the stone up from the
(AMMC 1899) stands
countryside. He had it engraved with the message,
next to WALTER E.
“Let us follow Him.” The stone was set up at the
MACPHERSON ’24
(left), dean of the
college. However, the gift was not so lasting.
School of Medicine, and
In a few short years, AMMC failed, but the
Charles Philips (right),
president of the class
rock remained on the campus until the 1950s.
of 1955, during the
The late Olaf (Andy Anderson) fills us in on what
relocation ceremony of
the Heritage Stone on
happened to the stone: “In 1950-51, the army
June 5, 1955.
razed the old Battle Creek College [AMMC].
Nothing but rubble was left, and machinery was

leveling the grounds and pushing everything into the old basement of the college
the morning I happened by.
“Just as I came along the path, the men
were about to roll the AMMC boulder into
the basement. I asked if I might have the
stone and was told, ‘Sure, take it with you!’
Of course, they knew I couldn’t, but I was
assured they would do nothing with it until
I could obtain a crane and some equipment.
“That afternoon, we hauled the old
boulder to the Battle Creek Academy ground and
set it up facing the south, where it remained until
it was brought to the CME campus — for CME’s
50th anniversary in 1955.”
Sometime around 2011, the stone was relocated just south of its original location to the
northeast side of Megan Hall when the Founders
Plaza and the Centennial Pathway were created.
The inscription has faded with time, but its
meaning is as clear as the day the engraver placed his
chisel to the stone. I like to think that the inscription is
the preamble to the motto of Loma Linda University:
“Let us follow Him… to make man whole.” n
*This historical piece was adapted from “The Mound City
Chronicles, A Pictorial History of Loma Linda University, A
Health Sciences Institution.” (Page 78)
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Leonard L. Bailey ’69
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Nominate your 2020 honored alumni at www.llusmaa.org/nominate
For more information call 909-558-4633 or visit apc.llumsaa.org

Though he was to become a pioneer and world star of pediatric cardiac surgery, Dr. Leonard Bailey’s roots were humble. His
father, a chef, had completed only two years of high school; his
mother, a nurse, worked nights at the hospital so that she could
care for her own mother and her four children by day. Money
was tight, and young Len was no stranger to hard work. At 13 he
got his first paying job, in the Sanitarium cafeteria, to help with
tuition costs at Takoma Academy. At Columbia Union College
(CUC), he worked summers in construction — installing insulation, hanging sheet rock, and shingling roofs. When his first
application to LLUSM was rejected, he used the extra year to
complete certification as a laboratory technician, working nights
as a hospital orderly. Accepted on his second application, he came
to California to begin medical school in 1965.
The first semester, with six days a week of immersion in gross
anatomy, was a marathon. Our four-student dissection team
included Len Bailey, BOB WAGNER ’69, DICK EVANS ’69,
and me. As our cadaver slowly devolved to a malodorous mass of
flesh barely recognizable as once human, Len’s enthusiasm remained
unabated. He studied with singular purpose — perhaps harder than
any of us — and when he wasn’t waxing eloquent about his fiancée,
Nancy Schroeder, he was planning his career as a heart surgeon.
He had been inspired, he later said, by Drs. ELLSWORTH E.
WAREHAM ’42 and JOAN COGGIN ’53-A when they
visited CUC to give a talk about their work on the heart team.
As junior medical students, Bailey and Wagner worked in
Dr. Louis Smith’s “dog lab,” harvesting and transplanting hearts
between animals. Together they developed a unique extracorporeal perfusion system for preserving the hearts between transplants, and their paper describing the method was published
in 1970 in the Archives of Surgery. Eventually, Dr. Bailey’s name
would appear on over 200 articles.
His rise to prominence in his field was not meteoric. It came
slowly after seven grueling (but, according to him, “fun”) years

WESLEY KIME ’53-A
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SURGEON LEONARD LEE BAILEY ‘69, EASILY
THE BEST-KNOWN GRADUATE OF LOMA
LINDA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
(LLUSM), WAS BORN AUGUST 28, 1942, AT
WASHINGTON ADVENTIST SANITARIUM AND
HOSPITAL IN TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND.
HE DIED MAY 12, 2019, AT HIS HOME IN
REDLANDS, CALIFORNIA.

in training as a resident and fellow in general and cardiothoracic surgery that included a “splendid” year at the Hospital for
Sick Children in Toronto as a clinical fellow with Dr. William
Mustard. It was in Toronto, watching some 20 “beautiful babies”
with hypoplastic left
heart
syndrome
(HPLHS)
die that
IN 40-PLUS YEARS OF
year, that Dr. Bailey
PRACTICE, HE WOULD DO
began to think that
SOME 375 INFANT-TO-INFANT
infants with the
HEART TRANSPLANTS
otherwise uniformly
AND NUMEROUS OTHER
fatal anomaly could
PEDIATRIC CARDIAC
be saved by heart
SURGERIES, A RECORD THAT
transplants.
His
HAS MADE LLU THE WORLD
suggestion
at
an
LEADER IN THIS AREA
afternoon conference that “what
this baby needs is a transplant” was met, he said, with “deafening
silence.” It had never been done, and nobody other than him
thought it possible.
Back at Loma Linda, on the faculty and with generous funding
from the surgery group, Dr. Bailey set up a cardiac transplant
research laboratory. In 1984, after seven years’ experience transplanting hundreds of hearts within and across species, he stepped
(Continued on page 42)
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AILEEN B. LUDINGTON '48 passed away in

DANIEL TAIPE

her sleep on March 28, 2019,
in Loma Linda at the age of 94.
She was a physician, medical
missionary (Thailand), writer
of five books, and an honored
alumna in 2002. She is survived by two sisters and
a brother, six children, 18 grandchildren, and 15
great-grandchildren.

LEONARD L. BAILEY ’69 (right) receives the Lifetime Service Award during the Loma Linda University School of Medicine commencement
ceremony on Sunday, May 27, 2018. The award was presented by H. ROGER HADLEY ’74 (left), former dean of the School of Medicine, and
RICHARD H. HART, DRPH, ’70, president of Loma Linda University Health.

IN MEMORIAM: LEONARD L. BAILEY ’69

(Continued from page 41)

into history with the first-ever human neonatal heart transplant.
The recipient, an infant with HPLHS named “Baby Fae,” lived
for 21 days with the heart of a young baboon. A little over a year
later in 1986, Dr. Bailey performed the first successful human-tohuman transplant on a four-day-old infant with HPLHS. “Baby
Moses,” now 34, is the longest-living pediatric heart transplant
patient in the world.
In the years that followed, Dr. Bailey would go from being
the object of severe criticism from colleagues at other institutions
and the target of vicious protests from animal rights activists who
threatened his life and the lives of his family to becoming a hero
of health care. In 40-plus years of practice, he would do some 375
infant-to-infant heart transplants and numerous other pediatric
cardiac surgeries, a record that has made LLU the world leader
in this area.
Beloved of patients and the many residents and fellows he
trained in the heart transplant program he set up at Loma Linda,
he was endlessly optimistic and also beloved of support staff,
secretaries, janitors, and his classmates. There was not an arrogant bone in his body, and he never cared about making money.
He set up a foundation to raise funds for patients who could not
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afford care; he traveled to numerous other countries to perform
surgery and to teach native surgeons his skills. Notwithstanding
accolades from around the world and praise from academic physicians who had once been his sharpest critics, he remained utterly
loyal to Loma Linda, turning down lucrative offers from other
institutions, never wavering from his commitment to Christian
medicine as practiced here.
In a moving tribute at Dr. Bailey's memorial service on June 23,
ANEES J. RAZZOUK ’82, chair of cardiothoracic surgery,
spoke of how Dr. Bailey returned to work for 16 more years after
radiation treatment for mid-career throat cancer, which left him
without functioning salivary glands. Determined to continue, he
rigged up a device that “micro-dripped” water into his mouth via
IV tubing during the long hours of transplant cases.
Dr. Razzouk also mentioned how after a second bout
with cancer made it almost impossible for Dr. Bailey to speak
clearly, he carried note cards in his pocket on which he wrote
messages of encouragement to colleagues and staff, including
Dr. Razzouk himself.
One of those notes epitomizes his indomitable spirit when he
wrote, “I don’t regret a thing. I would do it all again.”
Rest in peace, dear friend. There is laid up for you a crown. n
– BY DONNA L. CARLSON ’69

MAURICE K. BUTLER ’52 was born on
June 19, 1924, in Washougal, Washington, to
Elbert Arthur Butler and Lucy Erma Cochran
Butler. He passed away June 9, 2018, with his
daughter Lorraine and son-in-law Alan at
his bedside.
Dr. Butler was of the Seventh-day Adventist
faith and attended Woodbury Seventh-day
Adventist Church. He served as a mission
doctor for 12 years in Mexico, where he established a nursing school, and 10 years in Africa,
providing people with medical assistance.
A nature lover, master gardener, and linguist,
he supported and furthered the education of
young people. He volunteered throughout his
life, providing medical care for the needy and
educating people on health matters. He was also
a U.S. Army veteran of World War II.
Dr. Butler was preceded in death by his wife,
Virginia; his brother, Warren; his sister, Ruth
Palmer; and half-brothers, Elwyn and Stanley.
He is survived by his children, Lorraine
Humes (Alan), Lucy J. Fuller (B. Brooks),
Daniel (Ellen), and Sylvia Fischer (Arnold); six
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.
WENDELL H. WALL ’53-A was born on
Jan. 20, 1922, and died June 3, 2019.

Dr. Wall lived in Wahpeton, North Dakota,
at the time of passing. He and his partners, all
graduates of the College of Medical Evangelists
(now Loma Linda University), worked together
for over 40 years. As a young man, he served in
the U.S. Army for four years, serving as a dental
technician during World War II.
Dr. Wall is survived by his sister,
Verdell Roark, three children, including
WENDELL A. WALL ’79-A, 12 grandchildren, and 16 great-grandchildren.

medical school, he served in the U.S. Air Force
as a flight surgeon at Elmondorf Air Force Base
in Alaska. He later practiced as an anesthesiologist in Salt Lake City for many years.
Dr. Woodruff is survived by two siblings,
DARRELL ’71 and Teri; his wife, Nada; four
daughters, Suzi, Mari, Anci, and Sáša; five
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents,
R. PAUL WOODRUFF ’35 and HAZEL N.
WOODRUFF ’35, and one brother, Stanley.

GORDON R. OSBORN ’54 passed away
March 23, 2019. He specialized in general
surgery and proctology.

NICOLA S. ASHTON ’64 died Oct. 8, 2018.

F. RUSSELL TYLER ’54 was born April 23,
1925, and died May 23, 2019. He specialized
in pathology.
BENNETT M. LAU ’55 passed away June 23,
2018. He specialized in plastic surgery.
WILLIAM S. PALMER ’56 passed away on

Aug. 24, 2018. He specialized in family practice.
JOSEPH N. NOZAKI ’57 passed away on
May 28, 2019. He specialized in general surgery.
He received the Alumni in Mission Service
(AIMS) Award in 2018. Dr. Nozaki was the
brother of MARY N. KIMURA ’53-A.
PAUL N. WOODRUFF ’63 died in Salt Lake
City, Utah, on July 2, 2019, after a long illness.
Hospice care made his passing peaceful.
Dr. Woodruff was born June 17, 1936, in
Detroit, Michigan. He graduated from Pacific
Union College in 1959. After graduating from

He was born Jan. 15, 1939, the
second child of J. Wilton and
Marjorie Dee Nicola Ashton.
He studied premed/
biology
at
Emmanuel
Missionary College (now Andrews University)
and graduated in 1960. That fall he began
medical school at Loma Linda University.
During his last years in Berrien Springs,
Michigan, Dr. Ashton became acquainted with
Ethel Stone, and on June 17, 1962, they were
married. In May 1964, he graduated from the
College of Medical Evangelists (now Loma
Linda University School of Medicine).
After an internship in Detroit, Michigan,
Dr. Ashton accepted a call to serve at Heri
Hospital in Tanzania. He and Ethel had two
sons at the time, and two more children joined
the family while they were in Tanzania. However,
the joy of their growing family was marred by the
tragic death of their son, Kevin, who drowned.
On returning to the states, Dr. Ashton and
his wife joined the staff of Monument Valley
Mission Adventist Hospital in Utah. On the
Navajo reservation in Utah, they spent 24 years

Notify us of an alumnus who has passed or review our obituary policy by visiting WWW.LLUSMAA.ORG/INMEMORIAM.
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ministering to the needs of the Navajo Indians,
both medically and spiritually.
In 1994, Dr. Ashton and Ethel moved to
Salt Lake City to pursue a degree in medical
informatics. In 2001, the couple relocated to
Plain City, Ohio, where their church ministry
became even more central as they devoted
themselves to active leadership in a struggling
Adventist congregation.
Dr. Ashton is survived by his wife, Ethel
Louise Stone Ashton; three children, Ned,
Eldon, and Nadine Ashton Schultz; one brother,
Bruce; and 13 grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by his son, Kevin, and his older sister,
Rilla Dee Ashton-Taylor.
HARVEY L. HEINRICHS ’68 of Newport

Beach, California, passed
away March 23, 2019, peacefully at home with his wife,
Jean, by his side. His faith in
God supported him in his
battle with cancer and gave him peace.
Dr. Heinrichs was born to David and Sarah
Heinrichs on Jan. 18, 1942, in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. He attended Loma Linda
University School of Medicine and graduated
with honors as a member of the Alpha Omega
Alpha Honor Society. He enjoyed practicing
plastic and reconstructive surgery in Newport
Beach, California, for 40 years.
Dr. Heinrichs lived a very full and active life
and had many passions. He was an avid golfer
and accomplished sailor. He loved flying and
earned his pilot’s license in 1970.
Dr. Heinrichs is survived by his wife of 31
years, Jean; his children, Jeff Messerall, Kimberly
Atkin (Scott), and Allison; his grandchildren,
Liam Hudler, Kenzie Hudler, and Hailey Atkin;
and numerous cousins, nieces, and nephews.
C. ARNOLD RENSCHLER ’68 died peace-

fully at his home in San Juan
Capistrano, California, on
May 25, 2019, after living
with Parkinson’s disease for
many years. He was born
Jan. 15, 1942, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to
Loraine and Clarence Alvin Renschler.
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Dr. Renschler graduated from Loma Linda
University in 1968 and was its first graduate to
serve as a first-year resident in internal medicine
at Georgetown University. At age 27, he moved
with his young family to Agana, Guam, to
become the medical director of the Far Eastern
Medical Clinic, an experience he cited as among
the most influential of his life. In addition to
shepherding the clinic through an expansion
and managing the staff, Dr. Renschler delivered
over 350 babies and cared for many children and
adolescents, experiences that led him to continue
his training at Stanford University, where he
served as chief resident of pediatrics and later
as an assistant professor. In 1975, he established
an independent practice in Warrenton, Virginia.
Dr. Renschler later served as an assistant
professor of pediatrics at Johns Hopkins
University before transitioning from clinical
work and teaching to executive roles in various
fields. In a business career spanning 30 years,
among other roles he served as president and
chief executive officer of Manor Healthcare
and chief operating officer of ManorCare; chief
clinical officer and president of three operating
divisions of NovaCare; and president and chief
executive officer of PharMerica.
Dr. Renschler was married to Barbara
Bainum from 1965 to 1984. He is survived by
his second wife, D. Sheryl (White) Renschler,
whom he married in 1986; sister, Dorothea
Amey (Eugene); sons, Scott (Katie) and Todd
(Amanda); stepsons, Tom Arntson (Ann)
and Bryan Arntson (Emi Murakami); nine
grandchildren; and several other relatives. He
was preceded in death by his parents and his
brother, Don.
BYRON E. FABER ’73-A died June 6, 2019,

following a short illness with
leukemia. He was born in
Akron, Ohio, the secondoldest of four brothers, to
Edward Faber, MD, and
Doris (Nuckles) Faber.
Dr. Byron Faber graduated from La Sierra
University in 1969, after proudly serving our
country in the U.S. Army. He then attended
medical school at Loma Linda University

School of Medicine. In 1977, he finished his
residency in radiology at Loma Linda University
Medical Center. In that same year, Dr. Faber
came to practice in Bremerton, Washington,
with Evergreen Radiology.
Dr. Faber retired in 2006. In the 1980s, he
also obtained his medical license in Hawaii and
occasionally worked on the islands of Kauai and
Oahu. Following retirement, he married his wife,
Patricia, and welcomed her two daughters, Movae
Sawyer and Angela Hawkins, into his family.
Dr. Faber is remembered for his love of
history, travel, Ferraris, Corvettes, and baking
chocolate cakes. He was very proud of and a great
friend to our local military, which was exemplified by his chairmanship of the BremertonOlympic Peninsula chapter of the Navy League,
a position he truly loved throughout his retired
years. His family misses his helpful spirit,
fun-loving persona, and incredible work ethic.
Dr. Faber is survived by his children, Robert
Faber, MD, Sandra, and David; two grandchildren, Kate and Owen; and his brothers, Bruce,
Bob, and Bill.
BRUCE E. LEE JR. ’76-A died May 27, 2018,

in Asheville, North Carolina.
He was born in Battle Creek,
Michigan, May 15, 1952, to
Bruce and Barbara Lee. He
attended Andrews Academy
and Andrews University prior to attending
Loma Linda University School of Medicine.
Dr. Lee practiced family medicine in Ithaca,
Michigan, before moving to Calhoun, Georgia,
where he specialized in geriatrics. He was
president of the Georgia Medical Directors
Association at the time of his glioma diagnosis. He was also a past president of Liason
International Ministries. He was passionate
about sharing and teaching the gospel to
everyone he met and participated in mission
trips to places such as Bolivia, China, Venezuela,
Africa, and Nicaragua.
Dr. Lee is survived by his wife, Sharon; two
children, Marisa Renegar ( Jon) and Brandon
Lee (Scott Lewis); six grandchildren; mother,
Barbara Lee; and three siblings, Steve (Heather),
Mark (Peggy), and Yvonne Pichette (Ray). n
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Partnership
YOU’RE INVITED!
Join our Partners this fall for a weekend with the ministry team
at one of the locations below.
It Is Written exists to share the love of Jesus Christ. Ministry
Partners make this possible by committing $1,500 or more
annually to spread the gospel around the globe.
Be our guest this fall and enjoy fellowship, inspiration, and
encouragement. See how becoming a Partner changes lives.
—John Bradshaw, It Is Written Speaker/Director

Gatlinburg, TN #1

Gettysburg, PA

Orlando, FL

SEPTEMBER 6–8

SEPTEMBER 13–15

SEPTEMBER 20–22

Palm Springs, CA

Portland, OR

Monterey, CA

Park Vista DoubleTree

NOVEMBER 1–3

DoubleTree Golf Resort

Wyndham Hotel

NOVEMBER 8–10

Embassy Suites Airport

Marriott Airport

NOVEMBER 15–17

Embassy Suites Monterey–Seaside

Register as our guest by calling:
 1-800-479-9056
Gatlinburg, TN #2
DECEMBER 6–8

Park Vista DoubleTree

Or visit:
 itiswritten.com/partners

Nonprofit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID

11245 Anderson St., Suite 200
Loma Linda, CA 92354-2801
909-558-4633 | fax: 909-558-4638
www.llusmaa.org

Permit No. 526
Salem OR

LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
The Ray Ryckman Professional Chair supporting Microbiology Research and Education

You’re invited to join us in honoring the life and career of Dr. Ray Ryckman
Dr. Ryckman helped start the School of Tropical and Preventive
Medicine in 1950 and his research helped improve the lives of millions
living with Chagas disease. Dr. Ryckman’s endowed chair reflects his
passion for teaching and will inspire faculty and students to pursue
innovation in the field of Microbiology.
We’ve already raised nearly $1 million toward our initial goal of $1.5
million. This endowed chair will be dedicated to seeding research,
thereby enhancing the education of students in our Microbiology
program. The endowment will also be dedicated to recruiting and
developing quality faculty.
Join us in making the endowment a reality. Your generosity will
help support the legacy of Dr. Ryckman. The Philanthropy team
is ready to help you explore giving methods tailored to your
wishes and your family’s circumstances.

For more information, contact:
Tiffanie Haynal, Office of Philanthropy, thanynal@llu.edu, 909-558-3564
11175 Mountain View Plaza, Suite A, Loma Linda, California 92354

